
PLANS FOR MOTHERS' MEETINGS

(Based on the Mother Plays)

Katherine Richards

September—The Pigeon House. Show the picture. Read the motto and com-

mentary. The song may be played and sung. A paper may be read making the kinder-

garten application of the play. A general discussion and questions may follow.

October—When all the leaves are falling and the birds going south, "All Gone"

may be helpfully used.

November—"The Children on the Tower" suggests itself for use at this time.

The idea of retrospection is suggestive of the Thanksgiving season and a good one for

the mothers to keep in mind.

December—For this meeting "Tick-Tack" is good. The New Year suggests

Time and at this period "Time" is probably the subject of the kindergarten program.

As the punctuality of the child depends largely upon the mother, the "Tick-Tack" may

prove most valuable.

February—The Knight plays are appropriate for February. At this time the

Knight games are being played in kindergarten and mothers doubtless wonder what

it is all about. If they had a little more knowledge they might be able to co-operate

a little better in working out the ideals of the games. A paper on Chivalry or the

Ideals of Knighthood might be prepared. Modern Knights, too, should be recognized.

March—March with its winds suggests the Weather Vane. Miss Harrison's

story may be told. At this meeting each member might bring a Bible quotation in

which the elements of Nature are used to express God speaking to man.

April—In April "The Little Gardener" might be used. It is suggestive of the

season and will encourage the mothers to give gardens to the children. The Play,

with some study, will give them insight into the value of the work in the gardens. To
discuss plans for gardens and to give a list of easy growing plants would be helpful.

May—In May the "Light Bird" may be given to help the mothers lead their

children to an appreciation of art and nature. It is especially fitting at this time when

all Nature is in bloom and each day so lovely.

June—The culmination of the year should be "The Little Artist," "The Light

Bird," has given the impression ; now in "The Little Artist" we have the expression.

Mothers should understand this. At this meeting work done by the children through-

out the year might be shown.
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STORIES BASED ON THE MOTHER PLAY

"ALL GONE"

Y the side of a cornfield grew a little dandelion plant. In the early summer

when the corn waved high and green the little dandelion, low on the ground,

put out its leaves and the warm sunshine and the gentle rain helped it to

grow. After a while the sun shone down so hot and strong that the corn

began to turn yellow, and, on the ground, a little green bud came up from the dan-

delion plant. And Sally watched the little flower open, as each day it held its head

a little higher and opened its golden cup a little wider—for Sally had lived in the big

city ever since she could remember and she had never seen a dandelion before. The

other children would say to her sometimes, "There are beautiful flowers growing in

the garden, white and red and blue," and, looking at the flowers, Sally would point

to the waving cornfield and say, "The little gold dandelion is the most beautiful of all."

But one day a strange thing happened. The golden petals began to blow away

and in their place grew soft, silky threads that covered the head of the little dandelion

until it looked like a round ball of thistle-down on a green stem, and, just as Sally

was bending over it, wondering and wondering what had happened, a puff of wind

came over the cornfield, and whiff! all the little silky threads went flying off in the

air or down among the corn.

"Gone," said Sally, "all gone" (and she almost cried, she was so sorry about it).

"First the little yellow flower, then the white dandelion clock—only a green stem

left, and I loved them all so much." Even the green stem went soon, for the reapers

came into the field and cut it down along with the yellow corn.

"They are not really gone, Sally," said Mother, when Sally told her about it,

"each of these silky threads carries a little seed, and in the spring you will find many,

many dandelions all over the field."

Sally did not know how such a thing could be, and she wondered about it often

while the snow lay thick in winter. And then one day, as Sally was out wandering

in the soft May sunshine, where the tiny blades of corn were appearing above the

ground, she found a new dandelion plant, and another, and yet another, here and

there all over the field.

"Oh," she cried, as she clapped her hands, "the corn is growing, and my dande-

lions are here again. Nothing really goes away after all
!"

Freda Gardner.

USY had a little garden bed all her own. She was so proud of it and care-

fully planned just what she would like to plant in it. Mother suggested

poppies, and as Susy loved them better than any other flowers she knew of,

she was delighted. After the earth in the little bed was all made fine and

smooth, Mother helped her scatter the wee black seeds, and gently covered them all

over with earth. Before very long, tiny green plants came poking up, and, helped

by the rain and sunshine, they daily grew stronger and taller. Finally wee buds
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appeared and when one lovely morning Susy went to her flower bed, she found that

a number of buds had burst overnight, and the rosy flowers were nodding and bob-

bing at her.

All summer long the poppy plants bloomed, and when Susy left for a visit to

grandfather's, the bed was still a blaze of scarlet. After her return the first thing

she did was to run to her poppy bed, and found to her surprise that fat, round pods

had taken the place of blossoms. Tearfully she ran to bring Mother out and show

her the loss. "My blossoms, Mother," she sobbed, "they are all gone."

"But Susy, dear," Mother comforted, "the little plants bloomed for you all

summer, and now they have left you something that is just as precious," and as she

spoke Mother picked one of the fat, round pods and opened it. Inside were ever and

ever so many of the tiniest black seeds—just like the ones Susy had planted in the spring.

"Oh! Mother," she cried, "weren't the poppies just the dearest to give me all

these seeds? Now next year I can have poppies again, ever and ever so many, can't I
?"

"Indeed you can," said Mother, "for each one of these tiny seeds makes a lovely

poppy plant."
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INTERDEPENDENCE

HE progress of civilization and the increased complexity of social and

economic existence w hich accompanies it are marked by an increasingly closer

relation between man and his neighbors. In the early stage of man's exist-

ence each individual had the freedom of unlimited territory. Each, for

himself, protected his own person and property from his neighbors. But communities

soon became larger, and as people lived closer together, such means were seen to be

inadequate. Therefore, society became organized as a body to protect itself and its

members from the harmful acts of its individual members. This body made laws

and chose men to enforce them. These laws are the evidence not of dependence or sub-

jugation but of a loss of man's one-time independence and its replacement by inter-

dependence.

In order for a large group of people to live together with the greatest profit to

all, each must respect certain rights of his fellowmen as individuals and as a body,

and they chose laws as the expression.

Under such conditions, where each person's actions react so widely upon his

fellows, there is a need for the impression of some moral principle which will teach

individuals to act with regard to the effects of that action upon others. This great

need can be met by each one of us instilling into our own lives personal and civic

responsibility. We are all members of society, not free members or units, but inter-

dependent units of a larger and more complete body. We must all work in a certain

way, heedful of the acts of others and heedful of the results of our actions.

JUANITA McGRUER.
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KINDERGARTEN OCCUPATIONS

sis

Beginning of the Skilled Workman

|MONG the many developments of kindergarten occupations is one which

needs more emphasizing; and that is the training of the hand itself, both

as a tool and a tool-user. This will last the child much longer than any-

thing he learns to make. He may lose his baskets, wagons, pictures, cer-

tainly he will not keep them long, but he will keep whatever of skill he gains in

handling the materials with which these were made.

The hand is the tool of the spirit. It is man's principal means of expression.

What children wish to find out about, to investigate, they wish to take hold of. They

show this natural instinct in the "touch hunger" which makes them want to put their

hands on things; to touch them in order to see them better. If they are to learn to

make things they must learn to use their hands; they must learn how to handle not

only material but tools; their fingers must not be "all thumbs."

There is one very natural and easy introduction to the occupations which has

been little used. This is "finger plays." All children love "finger plays," and they

have been much used in other ways. Most if not all of the occupations can be pre-

ceded by "finger plays" which will not only help the children to understand the

occupation, but which will also develop flexibility of the fingers. If accompanied by

songs or rhymes all the better. The following as a beginning of such plays is

suggested

:

Modeling. The game of pat-a-cake in which the dough is rolled between the

hands and moulded can be transferred to clay modeling, the children telling what they

are making. It really is a modeling of dough. Or, one fist could be the lump of clay

to be molded by the other hand.

Stringing and Sewing. Use the pointer finger of one hand for the needle, and

make a round hole with the thumb and finger of the other hand. Put this up through

the hole only for stringing, and first up through the hole then down through it for

sewing.

Weaving. Hold out one hand with the fingers extended. Use the forefinger

of the other hand for weaving. Sometimes you can even weave a little with two

fingers.

Chain-making. Place the thumb on top of the pointer finger in the same way

in which one end of the strip is placed on top of the other to make the chain. If the

thumb is placed on top of each finger in turn the muscles of each finger will be

exercised. This can be played with the fingers of each hand.

Cutting. Make a pair of scissors with the pointer finger and middle finger, and

play at cutting.

Drawing. Draw pictures in the air with the fingers. Use also the old well-

known way of making shadow pictures, not only making them for the children, but

also helping them to make some easy animal heads for themselves. The moving of
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the ears and opening of the mouths gives a very good exercise to the muscles of the

fingers.

Children love to handle material, to roll clay in their hands, to poke their fingers

in it, pound it, in many ways to test its plasticity. So also do they like to roll, to

tear paper with their fingers. They need this handling of material that they may

become used to the feel of it, that they may acquire delicacy of touch. They should

be encouraged rather than ^wcouraged in this "touch hunger."

In this way we not only help the children to master the occupation processes,

but also to develop flexibility of the fingers, skill in handling materials and tools, and

delicacy of touch.
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JOKES

Petty had a telephone call as follows:

Ardent Admirer: "Do you like nut sundaes?"

Petty: "Yes, indeed."

Ardent Admirer: "All right, I'll be around next Sunday."

Senior President: "Oh, I can't write that, I've got about a dozen things

already to write up for the Annual."

Editor-in-Chief: "Well for the love of Mike, please get busy and write some

of them down for a change."

Did you hear the story about the villain ?

Well in a certain play he got shot in the end.

Freshman Girl: "Doris is excited."

Doris: "I am not. I was never more reposed in my life."

All nuts don't grow on trees. We know^this to be a fact for Helen Jeffries often

spends the week end at Jackson Park playing with the squirrels.

The other day in class, Dorothee Ravene told Miss Davis that the diamond was

the most important of all symbols, and speaking of Dorothee, she also made the remark

at dinner one night, that she would never ask "her Harry" to come to dinner here at

the Dorm. She was expressing her sympathy for Alberta Wynkoop's husband. How
does she know about all these things? Ask us; ask us!
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Also—The other day in gardening we were discussing gold fish, and how they

should be cared for. The following bright remark was forthcoming from Dorothee:

"In our kindergarten the fish kept coming to the top of the bowl for air, so I

took out some of the water and put in some fresh water and the fish seemed more

comfortable and happy."

We should like to know how a fish looks and acts when he is comfortable and

happy. Perhaps Dorothee will write a book on "A Comfortable Fish."

A man entered the Pestalozzi-Froebel School the other day and asked to see

either Mr. Pestalozzi or Mr. Froebel.

Miss Hazzard: "Nell, are you going to see Silas Marner with us?"

Nell Nissen: "Oh, I don't know. What's he playing in?"

The "worry cow" would have lived 'till now

If she hadn't lost her breath.

But she thought that her hay

Wouldn't last through the day,

So she worried herself to death.

If you get thirsty at night, just remember that there is a spring under your bed.
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THE CHILDREN'S PAGE

Director: "Children, where does silk come from?"

Bobbie (brightly) : "From the corn."

One of the older children came into kindergarten to explain the absence of her

small brother: "Teacher, Johnny can't come to-day. He's got a boil and can't sit."

Jakey (designating right and left) : "This is my right foot and this is my
wrong foot."

Annie (asking for a song) : "Let's sing 'Will you be my country 'tis.'
"

(And shortly after) : "Let's sing 'Of scrambled eggs the birdie sings.'
"

One of the children came with a bad cold and the Director asked solicitously:

"Rudolph, did your mother give you anything for your cold?"

Rudolph : "Yes, she gave me a handkerchief."

Billy (flourishing a picture of Sir Galahad) : "Say, here's the pure hearted boy."

Teacher (sweetly) : "What do you mean by pure hearted, Billy?"

Billy: "Oh, his heart was nice and clean and smelled good."

A kindergartner once asked her children to make a noise like some animal which

they had heard. When she had counted three, there were noises of all kinds; but one

little boy sat perfectly quiet.

"Why, don't you know any animal to be?" she asked him.

Unexpectedly he replied, "Sh ! I'm a rooster! I'm laying an egg!"

Grandmother was crocheting, and remarked that it was no wonder they called

the stitch "mile a minute," because it went so fast. Little Alice who had been watch-

ing her work, looked up and said, "Why, grandma, }
rou've been working all afternoon

and haven't even got a block yet."

Teacher: "Johnny, where do we get milk?"

Johnny: "From the cow."

Child next to Johnny: "Well, where does the cow get the milk?"

Johnny: "From the milk weed, of course, you boob!"

Teacher: "Now children, let's play that we are snowflakes."

Tommy: "The rest of you can be snowflakes if you want to, but I'm going to

be a cornflake."
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Basil: "Teacher, when vacation's over, I'm goin' to have whiskers."

Teacher: "Yes, when you're a man then you'll have whiskers."

Basil: "No, after vacation! I'm goin' to plant seeds and they'll grow!"

The children are looking at the picture of a boy on snowshoes. "He's skating,"

said one. "No, he isn't," asserted Willie, positively. "He's walking on tennis

rackets."

Lila was telling the sympathetic kindergartner of the death of her little dickey bird

who was caught by the cat. The kindergartner said, "Yes^my bird died, too." "What
was the trouble with your bird?" asked Lila. "A bad cold," answered the teacher.

"Well, our bird," said Lila, sadly, "really had no occasion for dying at all."

The teacher was telling her children that the world was round and turned every

twenty-four hours, when she was interrupted by Marshall with an inspiration, "No
wonder I fall out of bed every night

!"

Johnny arrived early at kindergarten and amused himself playing with the

chickens in the school yard. Later in the morning the kindergartner asked him to

climb in the pen for the ball which had fallen there. Johnny, though usually bold,

was overcome with fear. "Go on, Johnny," said the teacher, "the chickens won't

hurt you. I know they won't." "You wouldn't be so sure of that," said Johnny, pale

with fright, "if you knew all the things I done to them this morning."

Aspiring Winifred, "When this country goes to war, I'm going to be drummer

boy! But as long as Wilson's president we'll never go to war, I guess. There's

another man (what's his name, anyway?) when he gets to be president, then we'll

have war." "Do you mean Roosevelt, Winifred?" the teacher questioned. "Yes,

that's his name. When he gets in we'll have war. Then I'll be drummer boy."
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IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE

WANTED—FEMALE HELP

BOLD SENIOR—To tie my chair down in

programme class. Frances Wetmore, College
Bldg.

TOOL—To call my number in class meeting.
Ask for Zeda Brunson at Any Dorm.

TACTFUL CONVERSATIONALIST—To apply
to Miss Harrison for her picture; references

required.

GIRL—Strong in the arm to open windows for

Dr. Hedger.

WANTED—MALE HELP

RAPID WRITER—To help me take notes.

Helen B. Stout, Toronto, Canada.

HANDY MAN—For Faculty use. Must be
willing and able to speak foreign languages,

among them Sniderism. Apply to Francis M.
Arnold.

A SQUIRREL—To gather up the at N.
K. C.

SOMEONE—To drop a bomb between Hawkin-
eon and Deutschman.
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MISCELLANEOUS

WANTEI>—AUTOMOBILES
AT ONCE—A "little old last year's Ford,"
for general use in Field Science and trips to

view Promethus, Athena and "others."

RUSH—A synonym for "psychosis."

QUICK SALE—For "New Game." Consult
the Faculty.

WANTED—A soft voice for the Secretary.

WANTED—A fire bell in Room IV.

TO RENT—A spring suit. Apply to Mabel
Tolles.

"THE BARN"—Limited season, from August
1st to September 15th. Garbage pails go with
other equipment.

A HOOK in Margaret Brayton's locker. Only
small tenant need apply.

SPACE at the table in Primary Methods.

GIFTS from cupboard. Apply to Miss Mc-
Clellan in person.

FOR SALE—Half interest in Eunice Grover.

"BUSY CARD"—9x9. Hand made. Parties
moving. Koerper and Mulligan, 3rd floor Dor-
mitory.
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WHAT I AM ASKED
—The Editor

Dear Editor:

Kindly refer me to the best authority for the correct spelling of encyclopedia.

K. N.

Any student of N. K. C. can give you the desired information.

Dear Editor:

In case of fire-drill in a college, is it necessary for the Seniors to march out of the

building? Senior President.

It is quite unnecessary as the Seniors are "under fire" most of the time anyway.

Dear Editor:

How can I cure snoring? My room-mate is much disturbed. Snorer.

A piece of court plaster is an excellent thing. Before going to bed, shut your

mouth and apply court plaster, sticking it down securely across the lips.

Note—An invaluable suggestion has come to us from the N. K. C. Dormitory.

In case of fire-drill during the night, it is well to remove court plaster before answer-

ing Roll Call.

Dear Editor:

Can you give me an example of continuity of space? Freshman

Certainly, Mabel Tolles.

Dear Editor:

How can I keep order in a large chorus class of girls? Distressed.

Try having the girls keep their fingers on their lips when not singing. For

further ideas write to Mrs. Kohlsaat at the National Kindergarten College.
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N. K. C. A MATRIMONIAL BUREAU

HIS is an exact copy of a letter received not long ago by the College. We
are sure that those who have not yet been informel of this new department

in the College, will be deeply interested, and will not hesitate to take

advantage of the excellent opportunities which it presents:

Chicago, 111., Sept. 11, 1915.

Dear Gentlemen at the National Kindergarten College:

I am a temperance Polish bachelor, am 46 years of age, but i look to be 30—am
kind hearted and love children—am a lover of home— i love all nations and live 37

years in Chicago and have a clear record, i have a 3 room furnished attick flat for

my own money and i teach English and Polish french and interpret in Courts. I am
24 years at this business, i also sell Real Estate and also manufacture the best Foun-

tain Pen Ink on the market, i sell to banks and i also manufacture a new Liquid Soap

that kills Roaches and kills Bed Bugs and cleans all kinds of spots off clothes and

other wood spots, i want lady agents, they can earn easy $5.00 per day. I am also

tired of single life; if you dear gentlemen no of any lady from 25 to 50 years of age

and if she has 5,000 or 10,000 cash and wants to get married i will marry her and

pay you 100 cash for your kind heart, i want the money to put in my business and get

my goods all over the stores, i have my goods in 6 stores, i am poor, i am a ma-

chinist by occupation, i will now end my letter wishing a reply soon in the future.

My hours to meet me are 7 a. m. to 10 p. m. and 7 p. m. to 10 p. m. I remain yours

very truly.
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IN CLOSING

Jewels bright and jewels fair,

Who will buy my jewels rare!

HEN the Roman matron, Cornelia, called up her two sons to present them

to her wealthy friend, I feel quite sure (although history does not record

the fact) that she called upon each of the boys to perform some stunt which

would prove to the vain, glorious guest that they were remarkably clever

children. If she did not do this she ought to have done it.

Therefore I am merely exercising my "inborn interest, impulse and desire" when

I call your attention to the unique excellence and rare individuality of this volume.

Every article in it is a jewel, dug for, discovered, cut, polished and set, ready for sale.

If you happen to be so saturated with your psychological and pedagogical read-

ing that you can not perceive its literary merit allow me to assure you that Homer
never recorded more clearly his vivid narratives, that Dante never pondered more

sadly the problems of human depravity, nor did Will Shakespeare ever laugh more

heartily over the comic situations in his plots than have our contributors, editors,

publishers, proofreaders and fans striven to give to you their best. If you have

breakfasted, dined and supped so long on the brutalities and horrors of the war news

on the first page of your morning paper, or the editorial in your weekly journal, or the

article in your monthly magazine that nothing less than a German advance or an

allies recapture can hold your attention, then so much the worse for you. You may

have lost the power of seeing the uncommon nature of the contents of this Annual

and thereby have dimmed your power of appreciating what we herein present.

Remember, "When a child's treasure seems trash to you it is because your eyes

have grown dull." In other words, if you do not see the merit of both form and

content of this little volume it is because you have become 1 let you supply

the rest.
Miss Harrison.
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"Our N. K. C, Annual hath made its debut

>

And now, friends•, it only remaineth for you

To loyally give it the praise which is due."

THE END
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Do You Know Where to Get

Kindergarten Materials and Books?

Blank Sewing Cards

Colored Sticks

Cabinets

Charts

Colored Tablets

Colored Paper Weaving Mats

Cubical Counting Blocks

Educational Toy Money

Outline Pricked Sewing Cards

Paper Strips for Chain Making

Parquetry Blocks

Pegs and Peg Boards

Paper Weaving Needles

Parquetry Papers in Boxes

Papers for Stringing

Rubber Balls

Educational Clock Dials

Folding and Cutting Papers

Gummed Dots

Kindergarten Tables

Kindergarten Chairs

Kindergarten Gifts

Magic Dots for Little Tots

Numeral Frames

Slats for Plaiting

Sand Tables

Schute Weaving Cards

Straws and Beads for Stringing

Tablets

Tinted Weaving Mats

Toy Knitters and Outfits

Wood Lentils

Every Kindergarten Teacher Should Have
These Three Books

The Cut-Out Book. Ruth O. Dyer. A book of silhouette patterns for

cutting and pasting, including an illustrated alphabet, Mother Goose designs,

etc. 128 pages. Paper. 50 cents.

Children's Singing Games—Old and New. Mari Ruef Hofer. An
excellent and popular collection of thirty-nine singing games with words, music,

descriptions of costumes and full instructions for playing. 42 pages. Paper.

50 cents.

Popular Folk Games and Dances. Mari Ruef Hofer. Fifty-four

popular folk games and dances of the different nations, complete with words,

music, descriptions of costumes and full instructions for playing. The choicest

collection published. 56 pages. Paper. 75 cents.

ESTABLISHED IN 1883

A. Flanagan Company
521 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago
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Kindergarten Supplies
Kindergarten Furniture, Kindergarten Books and

General Kindergarten Materials

We are headquarters in the Northwestern states for everything pertaining to

the Kindergarten. We also supply Reed, Raphia and all kinds of material for

construction work; also the Bradley Standard Water Colors and Brown's
Famous Pictures.

Send to us for our 118-page Kindergarten Catalog; also Catalog of the Pictures

THOMAS CHARLES COMPANY
Northwestern Agents for MILTON BRADLEY CO.

207 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago

The
Albert Teachers' Agency

623 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago

secures positions in the best schools for

Kindergarten and Primary teachers. Also

supplies normal schools with Kindergarten

Training teachers. Our little booklet

—

"Teaching as a Business"— is a pamphlet

which everyone who intends to go into

school work should see. Sent free.

[76 1

V-



TELEPHONES DOUGLAS 6881 AND 6882

William J. Smyth
Florist

Corner Michigan Avenue and Thirty-first Street

Chicago

ESTIMATES ON FLORAL DECORATIONS

CLASS AND FRATERNITY PINS AND RINGS
COMMENCEMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS

STATIONERY

Spies Bros.

Dealers in Diamonds : Makers of Mountings

27 East Monroe Street
At Wabash Avenue

Chicago
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Soda

Ice Creams

Candy

PRESCRIPTIONS

For

Drugs

Photographic

Supplies

Stationery

ASK "HUBBARD 99

Our

Toilet Articles

Are

THE
BEST

Michigan Ave.
31st St.

PHONE

Calumet
6152

PRESCRIPTIONS

Hubbard's

Curio

Toilet Cream

Keeps Chaps

Away
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