
National Louis University National Louis University 

Digital Commons@NLU Digital Commons@NLU 

National Louis University Course Catalogs National Louis University Historical Materials 

1915 

National Kindergarten College catalog, 1915-16 National Kindergarten College catalog, 1915-16 

National Kindergarten College 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.nl.edu/coursecatalogs 













General Information 
LOCATION OF COLLEGE AND DORMITORY 

The College and its Dormitory are located at 2944 Michigan 
Boule,·arcl, easily accessibl e to three lines of surface cars and to 
the South Side Elevated ~oad. The College grounds are unusually 
large am! well planted with trees and shrubs, affording excell ent 
opportumty fo r out-of-door gardening and student recreation:-. 

The Coll ege Building on the west side o f the <Trounds is a 
t:vo-story brick structure which includes a large a:sembly hall. 
library, class rooms, reception, rest and cloak rooms and a small 
combinatior: kitchen and dining room where day students Jlltl Y 

prepare their own luncheons. The windows of all the rooms open 
on the lawn and afford charming views. 

The Dormitory occupies the four-story brick house to the 
east of t~e Coll ege Buil ding. On the Ii rst floor are t he spacious 
and hosp1_table _ e~1trance hall , the music and drawing rooms and 
the sunshiny dmmg rooms, whil e on the second and third fl oors 
are the bedrooms. 

PURPOSE OF THE COLLEGE 

The Coll ege was established to prepare women to rightly uncle:· 
stand_ and properly train little children. Correctly in terpreted this 
vocation demands of woman the highest endeavor, the broadest 

culture. the most complete command of her innate powers and 
resources. \ V ith this view of the greatness of their work the 
founders o~ the College sought to have it stand not only for thor
ough technical training in kindergarten and primary methods bttt 
fo r that broader cultural education which alone can make woman a 
truly efficient member of the home and of society. 

In this purpose the College has been greatly aided by the un
p~rall _eled opportunities for general culture which Chicago affords 
with its _great art gall eries, symphony orchestra, grand opera com
pany, high class dramatic entertainments, talented pulpit orators 
and earnest speakers on every phase of economic and social pro~
r_ess. A ll students are urged to take advantage of these opportt~n1-

t1es whene\'er they do not confli ct with their regular Coll ege dut1es. 
Pa~ties of students. properly chaperoned, are often formed for 
various lectures and entertainments and also for excursions to the 
Art Institute. the Field M useum. the Academy of Science, Hull 
House. the Gary School System and other interesting educati onal, 
business or social centers. 
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COURSES OF STUDY 

Kinder garten 

9 

Uiidcryraduatc Course: For \\·omen ,rho wish t~ become suc
cessful teachers of little chil dren bv stndyiiw the theories of modern 
education and the theisti c Yiew of the wori/ and by gaining mastery 
?f the tools and acti,·ities of the kindergarten. Tw? years of stu~y. 
tclu~ling sc,·enty-two weeks of morning ohsen·ation an~! practi\c 
cachmg. arc i·cquircd to complete this course and ment th_e Di

rector 's Diploma. T he equiYaknt of a high school educat1011 1s 
necessary for entrance. 
F G_rad11atc Courses: F irst . . -\ssistant T 1:ai11ing ~eacher:s Cm_tr~:: 
. or kindergartners who w ish to add to their proficiency b) ~pecializtg f_or positi ~ns in s?cial_ sen ·ice. as prir~ia_ry teachers. special _sto~y
. ell ei s or assistants 111 kmderga rten tra1111ng classes: 0 PP?1 tu!111Y 
~s ~fforcled those students specializing- in _s~cial sernce to li,·e 111 _a 
~ocial settlement <lnrino- this year of tra111111g. .-\rrangements a_i c 
lll acle fo r students esp:cially interested in l?rimary work to assis~ 
for the whole or part of the year in the primary grade. Students 
'"1~0 desire added power in story-telling conduc~ story hours f ?r 
ch_ilclren in schools. churches or settlements. while all students 111 

Ibi s course assist in gi,·ing games. gift anc.l mothe·r play _to the 
llllclergracluatc student's of the Coll ege. One year. i~ reqtured t,0 

co_n1plete this course and to recei,·e the . ..\ssistant ~rammg T eachers 
Diploma. Tl ·,·alent of a hi o-h school education and two years 
of . ,e eq_m ' �~� - ecessar)' for entrance. 

satisfactory k111der<Tarten tra111111g are 11 ' 

G 
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• • 1' acher's and Super-. raduatc Courses: Second. Tra11111~g e. '_ . _ 
,·isor \ Course: For all thoroughly tramecl_ k111dergai tne_1s ,,ho 
h;~ ve pro,·ed their efficiency as kinclerga rten ch rectors ancl ,,fho ma~ 
\Vi s! 1 . cl,·anced \\·ork o supe1 -.· 1 to prepare themselves for t1e mot e a ' 
'isors and training teachers. . · · 

\\·1 ·1 I I l t f l·inder o-arten education 1s an ideal . 11 c t 1e >roar er aspec o ' . 0 • .• - _ ·d ··ti \\·hich I I f 11 realized 1t 1s 111 acco1 ance \\ i 1 
th . i a~ not as ye_t )een u y_ ' . F.. bel. seyenty-fi ,·e vea rs 
. c ])r111t1ples enunciated by F n eclnch JOe · • ti t .tgo . rnest educators since 1a : · and re-emphasized by many ea · . 1 . 
t1n1e \ V- 1 cl . . · I t - t the needs of humanity t1at ou1 
pr . it, renewe msig 1 111 o nin an of its leaders 

esent clay shows us. we cannot expect to t c • Y 11 1 . 11 of education in a short time· therefore two yeai s wou_ c ~at c Y 
5t1ffi ,·e f 1 1. t· f t t' 1·cteals of such an educat1011 111 the 

'" or t 1e r ea 1za ·1011 o ,e ' · · I I ·11 cl trainj1 f 1 1 . 1 t . for her work with li tt e c 11 c ren an . 1g o t 1e ,me ergar ne1 · 1 . cl 
~till lllore time is needed for deepening th~ expenenc_esl. )Jfoatl en-
1t1g ti 1 1 ··f · the vision into esse11t1a s o 1ose 

1e resources anc c a11 ymg - • t I f O 1 w 
'''.ho are t~ becon~e the supen ·isors ;i nd _tr_a111111g :eac 1ers o . y ti o 
k1ncle . l '. l ti • d eai· of tra111111g which we ha, e out-
!. igartners 1e 1ir Y c • • I· · t t ined . 1 • • • f . t i ose JJre[Jariiw to assist 111 t 11s 1111por an 

d )0\'e IS gn·en OJ 1 · ' b 
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'':o rk and the fou rth year fo r th ose w ho wil l become the heads o f 
k m de rg a r ten d epa r tments . 

In this course p rO\· is ion is m ad e fo r the com para ti ,·e stu dy o f 
m ethods. a nd stu den ts a re sen t to see th e most appro,·ed teachi ng 
that C h icago affo rd s. Ach ·anced wo r k is offered in a ll lines of 
s~u ~ly which bes t li t the s tudent fo r t ra ining work . a lso practice_ i_n 
g mng o f suc h work to adul t pup il s under th e d irect ion o f a critic 
teache r. 

:\! em bers of thi s class a re ex pected to ,· is it ki nd erga r tens !11 

p ublic school s . p ri,·ate . schools . socia l sett lements a nd m issions . 11f 
orde r that they may g a 111 a clea r k now ledge o f the need s of each 0 
th e~e. They a re required to bring reports o f these ,·isits to the 
afte rnoon con fere nce class. a nd to p repare ou t lines o f progra ms 
sui ted to differen t localities a nd n1 ry i11g conditions . 

fn thi s wa y th ese stu d en ts gain , und er the su p en ·ision o f the 
Coll ege faculty. the ex pe ri ence n ecessa ry to tra in kinderg artners 
a~1d to supen ·ise kin de rga r tens . T he des ign o f the College is ~~ 
gl\·e e ,·ery oppo r tuni ty a nd advantag e in this course which w i_l 
enable th e facu lty and the students them seh·es to judge o f tl~eir 
fitness to take cha rg e of kinde rgarten training cla sses . to supervise, 
o r to · become leaders along line s o f simila r work. . 

A thes is o n som e chosen topic r equiring per sonal in vestiga~101~ 
is a sked o f each s tuden t. to tes t he r a bility fo r this k ind o f o rig 1na 
wor k. 

S tuden ts h a ,·e th e opportu nity occasionally to expla in the tnte 
s igni fi cance o f t he kinde rga r ten sy stem to pub lic a udiences . i11 order 
to acq u i re the clearness a n d confidence necessa ry for t hei r future 
su ccess. 

One year is r equired to com p lete this course a n d to r eceive th£ 
N o rma l Teache r ' s D iplo m a entitling to the degree of Bachelor 0 

Education .- A h igh scho ol educa tion a nd the equiva len t of thre~ 
years o f kin d e rga rten t r a ining togethe r wi th five years o f su ccessf LI 
ex perien ce in t eac hing are necessa ry fo r entra nce. 

Primary 

P ri111ary Teacher's Co urse: For wom en w ho w ish to becont 
su ccess ful teach e rs in the lower grades o f pu blic a n d private sch~O 

5 

by study ing the theories o f mode rn education a nd the theist ic vie '~ 
o f t he world, a n d by a cquiring a wor k ing k nowledge o f the bes 
m ethod s now in u se in the p rima ry g ra des . 

1 
_ 

T he course o f study covers in st ruct ion not only in the tea~ \ 
ing o f rea ding . w rit ing, a nd numbe r work , bu t in gam es , stone t 
a nd handwor k . and it adds fo r the g e neral cultu re of t he stude!

1 

se vera l subjects a lo ng the lines o f scien ce . a r t, lite ra ture a n ~ must 
/\ s the cou r ses fo r t he k in dergartne r incl ud e classes imparting d e 
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ni te kn owledge a s to the a im s o_f th_e p rima ry scho_~l. itS.,. n~ethods 
a nd m eans , a nd th e possible rela t1011 1t bear~ to _the kmcler::,ai ten. 5~ 

to the p r imary teacher ar e a lso g i,·en lessons in k 111derga_rten methocl:
and principles a nd thei r a pplication to pri1m~ry wor k_ 111_ ~rder that 
the chil d 's prinn r )' exi)er iencc ma )' be a logical co11t111u,1t10 11_ o f an 

I . . < • •• 1 ·o- t " ln tl11s wa)· ec ttcat1011 alreaclv commenced m the k11H ci ::.ar en. . 
bo t] t · I · · I t • ·ee how the educat1011al 

. 1 , m e e rga rten an d prima r y stuc en :- . s . . . r 1 Principles at work in the kinde rgar ten ,~re being . fttt the'. de :n~c 
anct prac t ically carr ied out as the child s edu~at,on ad, an~e-. 111 

school. The v see too. that as m utua l undcrstancling of tl~e p~m~tple 
•·o · ' · t •lier ·rn tagomsm :- cease ... m es to k inclcrga rtncr an d p rimary cac ,. · < -

a nd a ll stri yc too·ether fo r the o-oal o f t ruth . . • 
O ne ve·tr i~cludin<r at least four months of prn~1a ry p rCadt~fie. 

i · • - ' · 0 
• . I t e rit a P rnna r r ert1 -5 r eqmrecl to com plete this course anc O 111 . ' . . for 

ca te. The equiYalent o f a High School educat ion t::. necessary 
entr a nce. 

Mothers 

\ 1 nay wish to acquaint 
11. otli cr·s Co ,,rsc · For mothers w 10 1 

c • • •1 'Id ti . . \r o- 1t \· te\\'S O l C 11 -1e111seh ·es w ith the deepe r an d more inte 1t>e1 d .1 nat l I I I t educators an ,, 10 may 
c1' ~t!·c wh ich are now _helc JY t 1e __ Jes 1 <rame~ of the kincler 

es11 e to ma ste r such simple occupa t ions a nc ::. 
ga rt e_1~ a s m ay be used in the l~om e. . , · such ai fts and occu-

. . L he lesson s include p ract ical work '' it~11 witJ1 the stu dy of 
i ations a s can be u sed in the n ur~ery . tog

1
e ~1; e moth ers to g rasp 

t roeb~l' s _ Mothe r P lay-Songs. whtcl~ ena e them 011 the in11umer -
\1e P rtnc1ples of the system_ and to 1 e-aPP

1f1 lessons include dis
~ ) le . occas ion s which a rise 111 ~he home: .. 

1! the class work and 
Cttss1on s and answers to qu est ions conce1 ntno 
the I ti ' . n o 1e rs own experiences . f 1 ot\1er the care and J l . 1 1 f ·e o t 1e m . f ~ectu res on the p 1ystca w e a i 

1 
of euaenics a re also a 

)ee_cling o f the you ng ch ild , a nd the t 1eory 0 

1 at t o f the cou rse. I 
' 'I 1 1· . ts placed •·tJJOll this c ass. 
•'<O eclucationa 11111 t " 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
CERTIFICATES, DIPLOMAS, 

1 t. of a ll)' r eaula r course 
c:- • f om p e 1011 ' b . ,)tudents up on sa t1s actory c t itled to the followmg 

<1t1ct. upon payment of all college dues, a re en ~ 
Cer tifica tes o r d iplom as : first year 's practical and 
tl S t~de nts w ho have complet: d. _th e KI NDERGARTEN CER-
1 eo ret1cal kindergarten course, r ecei, e a 

!FICA TE. ·he second year's pract ical and 
ti S t~1den ts who ha ,·e com plet:d t_ ·e ~ DIPLO:\L\ A S DIREC-
1eoret1cal k indero·arten course, i ecel\ 

OR OF/\. K I ND ERG.i\ RT EN. 
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. ·tudents \\'ho h;:n·e completed the third yea r, or senior course: 
recei\·e a DIPLOMA as ASSISTA T KINDERGART El'\ 

TRA I.\1'I~G TEACHER. 
Students \\'ho ha \·c completed the fourth year, or normal 

course, recei\·e a NORMAL TEACHER'S D I PLOMA, which 
entitles them to the DEGREE O F BACH ELOR OF EDUCA
TION. 

S tudents who ha\·e completed the Primary T eachers' course, 
recei\·e a PRIMA RY CERTIFICATE. 

S tudents who ha\·e completed the Mothers' course. recei\·e a 
MOTHERS' CERTIFICATE. 

T he College resen ·es the rig ht to withhold the Certificate or 
Diploma in case the record has not been sati s factory; but students 
will be informed as to the ir standing twice during the year. 

There are five honorary scholarships giYen each year to 
members of the Jun ior and Senior classes for excellence in scholar
ship and character . 

The g raduat ing exercises are simple and informal, and there
fore neither extra time nor expense is demanded by them. Each 
student is allowed to send a limited number o f invitations to per
sonal friends. 

POSITIONS 

The National Kindergarten College is recognized in tli e State 
of Illinois under the new accrediti11_q law as of standard grade. /ts 
graduates are entitled to receive withou,t examination kinderga!·te// 
primary certifi cates issued for two years, renewable indefinit~l)' 
and interchangeable in the counties of the state, valid for teaclunp 
in killdergarten and in the first and second grades of the pttb/lC 
schools. The College is also accredited in several other s~ates so 
that its graduates may obtain teachh1.r; certificates on their d1p/o111as 
without e:i:a1ninatio11 . 

While the College does not guarantee positions to its students 
it gladly a ssists them in every way poss ible. A r egist ra tion bureau 
is ma intained in which Seniors, A lumnae a nd former students w_ho 
wish positions may enroll with .fuJl particula rs as to t heir eqw p
ment and experience. 

Hundreds of positions in all parts of the country are filled l~y 
the g raduates of the College. Thus far the demand has be~n 111 

excess of the su pply. The salaries for teachers without experience 
vary from $400 to $700 annually; for teachers with experi_ence 
and ability to hold the more responsible positions of supernsors 
and tra ining teachers . from $700 to $1.500 annually. 

J . 
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. Superintendents and commissioners. upon application. \\'ill be 
gi\·en full and c.:ontidential information concer111_1~g. the charac.:te!·· 
chola rship, personality and probable teaching eH:c,ency of cancl,

dates. In accordance with the custom in teachers colleges general 
letters of recommendation a re not giYen to students by th~ school o_r 
~ny 111_en~ber of the faculty. Correspo1~d_enc~_ ~ro'.~1 supenntendenb. 

0 1111111ss1011crs and other school authont1es 1::, 111\ itecl. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION 

Applicants for admission as rcq11lar students of the College 
lllust ha\·e the following qualifications: 

F . · I t of a four-year hio-h 1rst. They must possess the equn·a en : 1 cl "" 
s~hool course both because the student needs a high schoo e uca~ 
h on as a fou ndation for kindergarten t raining. and becat~se 'Tan_) 
Positions are no~ open to kindergarten graduates unlesfis ft iey ia: e 
ha I . I · I •ills for teen umts 

c ( ~t least the high school eqtm·alent. w 11c 1. c, b · t f the 
of high school credits. ( Fi\·e hours a week 11.1 any;t 1c? \1 or \
regulation school year gives one unit of c~edit.) . I 1

\ o I;g: i\~S 
ows latitude howeYer in determining this equiv~ el 11 

1· i:, · 
erect· · ' . · 1 spec1a c asses or 111 it for worl· tal·en under J)rtYate tutors. 11 11 
Pr f . ' ' ' . ords are procura) e. 

o ess1011al schools, provided satisfactory :edc t and of mental 
as !he a im is a certain degree of maturity 0 ~ JU gmen f t cl '-/ 
tra111 . . f special courses o s u y. . 
'\' 111g rather than th7 co\·enng O . '. ,- ibilif'\' for e11tra11cc ~tt119 woman w ho desires to ascerta111 I/Cl epfi ·cation f orm which 

1
/

0 1tld send to Ifie R egistrar for th e proper a tu~ent in th e College. 
iust be filled before she ca11 be accepted as a s s • b ome an educator. not 

al econd, "The kindergartner is to ec natJ<Yh to have had. 
: one an instructor, and she should_ be mat~1

~\ e i~r to theorizing 
~~ fa r as possible. first-hand e_xpeneific~s 0d -~s~d~r must be at least 
e·)out them." Therefore applicants 0 1 a 1111 

ighteen yea rs o f age I I I 
T . · . ·I Colleo-e must possess 1ea t 1. 

T l h1rcl, Every student entern_ig t_1e . h hid as soon as possible 

af, ere fore a brief medical examrnation 1
1
s. le ay limit the amount 

ter ti f II · A ondition w 11c 1 111 cl or 
1 

1e a .openmg. ny c I t . discussed with her an 
. t 1e kind of work taken by the stuc en is 
ieport d p 'd t e to the rest en • . ·esent evidence of 

F J • f . I 1iss10n must P1 • 
1110 , our t 1, Applicants ?' ac 11 ·her T his is established by 
let rat fitness for the_ calltng of teac The names of these two 
p t ers from two reliable referen~es.. The principal or super
itetopte should accompany the appltcat

1
1011

· members of the faculty 
1 endent of the last school attendee or 

a re 
Pref erred · · \ Cf . . . o and to sniu s1mp e soni:,s. 

aJtt F ifth , The abil ity to play_ the P1t 11
ic; ; hio-hly d~sirahle accom-

iough not an entrance requiremen · · "" 


