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APPENDIX C 

ADDITIONAL INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

Post-MERA Interview 

1. Did you enjoy the book 3:15 Things that go Bump in the Night?  What did you like or 

dislike about it? 

2. What did you think of the audio introductions?  Did they get you excited to read the 

story? 

3. Did you like the video endings?  Why or why not? 

4. If you had a choice, would you rather read a traditional book or a book with the audio and 

video elements? 

5. Would you be interested in reading more books like this?  Or more books by the same 

author? 

6. Did seeing a book like 3:15 get you more excited or interested in reading? 

 

Follow-Up Interview 

1. Have your reading habits changed since you were introduced to the 3:15 series? 

2. Have you checked out any other books by Patrick Carman? 

3. Have you checked out any other books with multimedia elements? 

4. Would you be interested in reading more books by that author?  Or more books with 

the multimedia elements? 

5. Do you plan on reading this summer?  If yes, what kinds of books do you plan on 

reading? 

6.  
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APPENDIX D 

TRADITIONAL READ-ALOUD WITH WRITING/DRAWING PROMPT AND 

DISCUSSION PROMPTS  

“The Landlady” by Roald Dahl 

Billy Weaver had traveled down from London on the slow afternoon train, with a change at 

Reading on the way, and by the time he got to Bath, it was about nine o’clock in the evening, and 

the moon was coming up out of a clear starry sky over the houses opposite the station entrance. 

But the air was deadly cold and the wind was like a flat blade of ice on his cheeks.  

“Excuse me,” he said, “but is there a fairly cheap hotel not too far away from here?”  

“Try The Bell and Dragon,” the porter answered, pointing down the road. “They might take you 

in. It’s about a quarter of a mile along on the other side.”   Billy thanked him and picked up his 

suitcase and set out to walk the quarter-mile to The Bell and Dragon. He had never been to Bath 

before. He didn’t know anyone who lived there. But Mr. Greenslade at the head office in London 

had told him it was a splendid town. “Find your own lodgings,” he had said, “and then go along 

and report to the branch manager as soon as you’ve got yourself settled.”  

Billy was seventeen years old. He was wearing a new navy-blue overcoat, a new brown trilby 

hat, and a new brown suit, and he was feeling fine. He walked briskly down the street. He was 

trying to do everything briskly these days. Briskness, he had decided, was the one common 

characteristic of all successful businessmen. The big shots up at the head office were absolutely 

fantastically brisk all the time. They were amazing.   There were no shops on this wide street that 

he was walking along, only a line of tall houses on each side, all of them identical. They had 

porches and pillars and four or five steps going up to their front doors, and it was obvious that 

once upon a time they had been very swanky residences. But now, even in the darkness, he could 
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see that the paint was peeling from the woodwork on their doors and windows and that the 

handsome white facades were cracked and blotchy from neglect.  

Suddenly, in a downstairs window that was brilliantly illuminated by a street lamp not six yards 

away, Billy caught sight of a printed notice propped up against the glass in one of the upper 

panes. It said BED AND BREAKFAST. There was a vase of yellow chrysanthemums, tall and 

beautiful, standing just underneath the notice.  

He stopped walking. He moved a bit closer. Green curtains (some sort of velvety material) were 

hanging down on either side of the window. The chrysanthemums looked wonderful beside 

them. He went right up and peered through the glass into the room, and the first thing he saw was 

a bright fire burning in the hearth. On the carpet in front of the fire, a pretty little dachshund was 

curled up asleep with its nose tucked into its belly. The room itself, so far as he could see in the 

half darkness, was filled with pleasant furniture. There was a baby grand piano and a big sofa 

and several plump armchairs, and in one corner he spotted a large parrot in a cage. Animals were 

usually a good sign in a place like this, Billy told himself; and all in all, it looked to him as 

though it would be a pretty decent house to stay in. Certainly it would be more comfortable than 

The Bell and Dragon.  

On the other hand, a pub would be more congenial than a boardinghouse. There would be beer 

and darts in the evenings, and lots of people to talk to, and it would probably be a good bit 

cheaper, too. He had stayed a couple of nights in a pub once before and he had liked it. He had 

never stayed in any boardinghouses, and, to be perfectly honest, he was a tiny bit frightened of 

them. The name itself conjured up images of watery cabbage, rapacious landladies, and a 

powerful smell of kippers in the living room.  

After dithering about like this in the cold for two or three minutes, Billy decided that he would 
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walk on and take a look at The Bell and Dragon before making up his mind. He turned to 

go.   And now a queer thing happened to him. He was in the act of stepping back and turning 

away from the window when all at once his eye was caught and held in the most peculiar manner 

by the small notice that was there. BED AND BREAKFAST, it said. BED AND BREAKFAST, 

BED AND BREAKFAST, BED AND BREAKFAST. Each word was like a large black eye 

staring at him through the glass, holding him, compelling him, forcing him to stay where he was 

and not to walk away from that house, and the next thing he knew, he was actually moving 

across from the window to the front door of the house, climbing the steps that led up to it, and 

reaching for the bell.  

He pressed the bell. Far away in a back room he heard it ringing, and then at once —it must have 

been at once because he hadn’t even had time to take his finger from the bell button—the door 

swung open and a woman was standing there.  Normally you ring the bell and you have at least a 

half-minute’s wait before the door opens. But this dame was like a jack-in-the-box. He pressed 

the bell—and out she popped! It made him jump.  

She was about forty-five or fifty years old, and the moment she saw him, she gave him a warm, 

welcoming smile.  “ Please come in,” she said pleasantly. She stepped aside, holding the door 

wide open, and Billy found himself automatically starting forward. The compulsion or, more 

accurately, the desire to follow after her into that house was extraordinarily strong.  

“I saw the notice in the window,” he said, holding himself back.  

“Yes, I know.”  

“I was wondering about a room.”  

“It’s all ready for you, my dear,” she said. She had a round pink face and very gentle blue eyes.  

“I was on my way to The Bell and Dragon,” Billy told her. “But the notice in your window just 
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happened to catch my eye.”  

“My dear boy,” she said, “why don’t you come in out of the cold?”  

“How much do you charge?”  

“Five and sixpence a night, including breakfast.”  

It was fantastically cheap. It was less than half of what he had been willing to pay.  

“If that is too much,” she added, “then perhaps I can reduce it just a tiny bit. Do you desire an 

egg for breakfast? Eggs are expensive at the moment. It would be sixpence less without the 

egg.”  

“Five and sixpence is fine,” he answered. “I should like very much to stay here.”  

“I knew you would. Do come in.”  

She seemed terribly nice. She looked exactly like the mother of one’s best school friend 

welcoming one into the house to stay for the Christmas holidays. Billy took off his hat and 

stepped over the threshold.  

“Just hang it there,” she said, “and let me help you with your coat.”  

There were no other hats or coats in the hall. There were no umbrellas, no walking sticks—

nothing.  

“We have it all to ourselves,” she said, smiling at him over her shoulder as she led the way 

upstairs. “You see, it isn’t very often I have the pleasure of taking a visitor into my little nest.” 

The old girl is slightly dotty, Billy told himself. But at five and sixpence a night, who cares about 

that? “I should’ve thought you’d be simply swamped with applicants,” he said politely.  

“Oh, I am, my dear, I am, of course I am. But the trouble is that I’m inclined to be just a teeny-

weeny bit choosy and particular—if you see what I mean.”  

“Ah, yes.”  
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“But I’m always ready. Everything is always ready day and night in this house just on the off 

chance that an acceptable young gentleman will come along. And it is such a pleasure, my dear, 

such a very great pleasure when now and again I open the door and I see someone standing there 

who is just exactly right.” She was halfway up the stairs, and she paused with one hand on the 

stair rail, turning her head and smiling down at him with pale lips. “Like you,” she added, and 

her blue eyes traveled slowly all the way down the length of Billy’s body, to his feet, and then up 

again.  

On the second-floor landing she said to him, “This floor is mine.”  

They climbed up another flight. “And this one is all yours,” she said. “Here’s your room. I do 

hope you’ll like it.” She took him into a small but charming front bedroom, switching on the 

light as she went in.  

“The morning sun comes right in the window, Mr. Perkins. It is Mr. Perkins, isn’t it?”  

“No,” he said. “It’s Weaver.”  

“Mr. Weaver. How nice. I’ve put a water bottle between the sheets to air them out, Mr. Weaver. 

It’s such a comfort to have a hot-water bottle in a strange bed with clean sheets, don’t you agree? 

And you may light the gas fire at any time if you feel chilly.”  

“Thank you,” Billy said. “Thank you ever so much.” He noticed that the bedspread had been 

taken off the bed and that the bedclothes had been neatly turned back on one side, all ready for 

someone to get in.  

“I’m so glad you appeared,” she said, looking earnestly into his face. “I was beginning to get 

worried.”  

“That’s all right,” Billy answered brightly. “You mustn’t worry about me.” He put his suitcase 

on the chair and started to open it.  
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“And what about supper, my dear? Did you manage to get anything to eat before you came 

here?”  

“I’m not a bit hungry, thank you,” he said. “I think I’ll just go to bed as soon as possible because 

tomorrow I’ve got to get up rather early and report to the office.”  

“Very well, then. I’ll leave you now so that you can unpack. But before you go to bed, would 

you be kind enough to pop into the sitting room on the ground floor and sign the book? Everyone 

has to do that because it’s the law of the land, and we don’t want to go breaking any laws at this 

stage in the proceedings, do we?” She gave him a little wave of the hand and went quickly out of 

the room and closed the door.  

Now, the fact that his landlady appeared to be slightly off her rocker didn’t worry Billy in the 

least. After all, she not only was harmless—there was no question about that—but she was also 

quite obviously a kind and generous soul. He guessed that she had probably lost a son in the war, 

or something like that, and had never gotten over it.  

So a few minutes later, after unpacking his suitcase and washing his hands, he trotted downstairs 

to the ground floor and entered the living room. His landlady wasn’t there, but the fire was 

glowing in the hearth, and the little dachshund was still sleeping soundly in front of it. The room 

was wonderfully warm and cozy. I’m a lucky fellow, he thought, rubbing his hands. This is a bit 

of all right.  

He found the guest book lying open on the piano, so he took out his pen and wrote down his 

name and address. There were only two other entries above his on the page, and as one always 

does with guest books, he started to read them. One was a Christopher Mulholland from Cardiff. 

The other was Gregory W. Temple from Bristol.  

That’s funny, he thought suddenly. Christopher Mulholland. It rings a bell.  
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Now where on earth had he heard that rather unusual name before?  

Was it a boy at school? No. Was it one of his sister’s numerous young men, perhaps, or a friend 

of his father’s? No, no, it wasn’t any of those. He glanced down again at the book.  

Christopher Mulholland  231 Cathedral Road, Cardiff  

Gregory W. Temple  27 Sycamore Drive, Bristol  

As a matter of fact, now he came to think of it, he wasn’t at all sure that the second name didn’t 

have almost as much of a familiar ring about it as the first.  

“Gregory Temple?” he said aloud, searching his memory. “Christopher Mulholland? . . .”  

“Such charming boys,” a voice behind him answered, and he turned and saw his landlady sailing 

into the room with a large silver tea tray in her hands. She was holding it well out in front of her, 

and rather high up, as though the tray were a pair of reins on a frisky horse.  

“They sound somehow familiar,” he said.  

“They do? How interesting.”  

“I’m almost positive I’ve heard those names before somewhere. Isn’t that odd? Maybe it was in 

the newspapers. They weren’t famous in any way, were they? I mean famous cricketers7 or 

footballers or something like that?”   “Famous,” she said, setting the tea tray down on the low 

table in front of the sofa. “Oh no, I don’t think they were famous. But they were incredibly 

handsome, both of them, I can promise you that. They were tall and young and handsome, my 

dear, just exactly like you.”  

Once more, Billy glanced down at the book. “Look here,” he said, noticing the dates. “This last 

entry is over two years old.”  

“It is?”  

“Yes, indeed. And Christopher Mulholland’s is nearly a year before that—more than three years 
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ago.”  

“Dear me,” she said, shaking her head and heaving a dainty little sigh. “I would never have 

thought it. How time does fly away from us all, doesn’t it, Mr. Wilkins?”  

“It’s Weaver,” Billy said. “W-e-a-v-e-r.”  

“Oh, of course it is!” she cried, sitting down on the sofa. “How silly of me. I do apologize. In one 

ear and out the other, that’s me, Mr. Weaver.” 

“You know something?” Billy said. “Something that’s really quite extraordinary about all this?”  

“No, dear, I don’t.”  

“Well, you see, both of these names—Mulholland and Temple—I not only seem to remember 

each one of them separately, so to speak, but somehow or other, in some peculiar way, they both 

appear to be sort of connected together as well. As though they were both famous for the same 

sort of thing, if you see what I mean—like . . . well . . . like Dempsey and Tunney, for example, 

or Churchill and Roosevelt.”  “How amusing,” she said. “But come over here now, dear, and sit 

down beside me on the sofa and I’ll give you a nice cup of tea and a ginger biscuit before you go 

to bed.”   “You really shouldn’t bother,” Billy said. “I didn’t mean you to do anything like that.” 

He stood by the piano, watching her as she fussed about with the cups and saucers. He noticed 

that she had small, white, quickly moving hands and red fingernails.  

“I’m almost positive it was in the newspapers I saw them,” Billy said. “I’ll think of it in a 

second. I’m sure I will.”  

There is nothing more tantalizing than a thing like this that lingers just outside the borders of 

one’s memory. He hated to give up.  

“Now wait a minute,” he said. “Wait just a minute. Mulholland . . . Christopher Mulholland . . . 

wasn’t that the name of the Eton schoolboy who was on a walking tour through the West 
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Country, and then all of a sudden . . .”  

“Milk?” she said. “And sugar?”  

“Yes, please. And then all of a sudden . . .”  

“Eton schoolboy?” she said. “Oh no, my dear, that can’t possibly be right, because my Mr. 

Mulholland was certainly not an Eton schoolboy when he came to me. He was a Cambridge 

undergraduate. Come over here now and sit next to me and warm yourself in front of this lovely 

fire. Come on. Your tea’s all ready for you.” She patted the empty place beside her on the sofa, 

and she sat there smiling at Billy and waiting for him to come over.   He crossed the room slowly 

and sat down on the edge of the sofa. She placed his teacup on the table in front of him.  

“ There we are,” she said. “How nice and cozy this is, isn’t it?”  

Billy started sipping his tea. She did the same. For half a minute or so, neither of them spoke. 

But Billy knew that she was looking at him. Her body was half turned toward him, and he could 

feel her eyes resting on his face, watching him over the rim of her teacup. Now and again, he 

caught a whiff of a peculiar smell that seemed to emanate directly from her person. It was not in 

the least unpleasant, and it reminded him—well, he wasn’t quite sure what it reminded him of. 

Pickled walnuts? New leather? Or was it the corridors of a hospital?   

At length, she said, “Mr. Mulholland was a great one for his tea. Never in my life have I seen 

anyone drink as much tea as dear, sweet Mr. Mulholland.”  

“I suppose he left fairly recently,” Billy said. He was still puzzling his head about the two names. 

He was positive now that he had seen them in the newspapers—in the headlines.  

“Left?” she said, arching her brows. “But my dear boy, he never left. He’s still here. Mr. Temple 

is also here. They’re on the fourth floor, both of them together.”  

Billy set his cup down slowly on the table and stared at his landlady. She smiled back at him, and 
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then she put out one of her white hands and patted him comfortingly on the knee. “How old are 

you, my dear?” she asked.  

“Seventeen.”  

“Seventeen!” she cried. “Oh, it’s the perfect age! Mr. Mulholland was also seventeen. But I think 

he was a trifle shorter than you are; in fact I’m sure he was, and his teeth weren’t quite so white. 

You have the most beautiful teeth, Mr. Weaver, did you know that?”  

“They’re not as good as they look,” Billy said. “They’ve got simply masses of fillings in them at 

the back.”  

“Mr. Temple, of course, was a little older,” she said, ignoring his remark. “He was actually 

twenty-eight. And yet I never would have guessed it if he hadn’t told me, never in my whole life. 

There wasn’t a blemish on his body.”  

“A what?” Billy said.  

“His skin was just like a baby’s.”  

There was a pause. Billy picked up his teacup and took another sip of his tea; then he set it down 

again gently in its saucer. He waited for her to say something else, but she seemed to have lapsed 

into another of her silences. He sat there staring straight ahead of him into the far corner of the 

room, biting his lower lip.  

“That parrot,” he said at last. “You know something? It had me completely fooled when I first 

saw it through the window. I could have sworn it was alive.”  

“Alas, no longer.”  

“It’s most terribly clever the way it’s been done,” he said. “It doesn’t look in the least bit dead. 

Who did it?”  

“I did.”  



CREATING A LIFELINE BACK TO BOOKS 191	  

“ You did?”  

“Of course,” she said. “And have you met my little Basil as well?” She nodded toward the 

dachshund curled up so comfortably in front of the fire. Billy looked at it. And suddenly, he 

realized that this animal had all the time been just as silent and motionless as the parrot. He put 

out a hand and touched it gently on the top of its back. The back was hard and cold, and when he 

pushed the hair to one side with his fingers, he could see the skin underneath, grayish black and 

dry and perfectly preserved.  

“Good gracious me,” he said. “How absolutely fascinating.” He turned away from the dog and 

stared with deep admiration at the little woman beside him on the sofa. “It must be most awfully 

difficult to do a thing like that.”  

“Not in the least,” she said. “I stuff all my little pets myself when they pass away. Will you have 

another cup of tea?”  

“No, thank you,” Billy said. The tea tasted faintly of bitter almonds, and he didn’t much care for 

it.  

“You did sign the book, didn’t you?”  

“Oh, yes.”  

“That’s good. Because later on, if I happen to forget what you were called, then I could always 

come down here and look it up. I still do that almost every day with Mr. Mulholland and Mr. . . . 

Mr. . . .”  

“Temple,” Billy said, “Gregory Temple. Excuse my asking, but haven’t there been any other 

guests here except them in the last two or three years?”  

Holding her teacup high in one hand, inclining her head slightly to the left, she looked up at him 

out of the corners of her eyes and gave him another gentle little smile.  
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“No, my dear,” she said. “Only you.” 

 

Writing/Drawing Prompt 

 

What do you think is going to happen to Billy?  What clues lead you to think this? 

 

OR 

 

Draw a picture of how you think this story will end.  Be sure to label your drawing and include a 

1-2 sentence explanation of your images. 

 

Discussion Prompts 

 

What was your favorite or least favorite part of this story? 

If you could change one part of the story, what would you change?  Why? 

Did you like the ending of the story?  Why or why not? 

Why do you think the landlady stuffs her “pets?” 
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Appendix E 

Small Group Discussion Prompts 

For use after each story:  

What was your favorite or least favorite part of this story? 

If you could change one part of the story, what would you change?  Why? 

Did you like the video ending of the story?  Why or why not? 

Additional Prompts specific to each storyline: 

Reflecting Pool 

Did Jamie deserve her fate?   

What do you think Miss Pratt does with her mirror?  

Have you ever been in an antique store?  Did it remind you of Miss Pratt’s store?  How?  

The Lift 

Have you ever been skiing?  Did it remind you of Dylan and Adam’s ski hill?  How?  

What mistake did Dylan make?  What lesson could be learned from this story? 

Heart of Stone 

Emma checks for her gargoyle each night.  Do you have any strange nightly rituals that 

are similar to Emma’s?    

What do you think the actual purpose of gargoyles on building are? 

What do you think happened to Emma in the end? 

Take Out 

Why were they the three smartest boys on earth? 

Where do you think they were taken?  Why? 
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Do you think their parents had any idea that they were “different” from the rest of  the 

boys on earth? 

Night on the Dredge 

What do you think a dredge is? 

Do you think Ryan is brave?  Why or why not? 

What do you think the purpose of the Secret Society is? 
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APPENDIX F 

Writing/Drawing Prompts 

Buried Treasure 

If you were in Cody’s position, would you have stolen the golden hook to provide for 

your family?  Why or why not?   

OR 

Draw a picture that includes both the positive and negative outcome of stealing the 

golden hook to provide for his family.  Be sure to label your drawing and include a 1-2 sentence 

explanation of your images. 

Mr. Mason’s Jars 

What does Mr. Mason have in his jars?  How do you know?  What do you think he keeps 

them for? 

OR 

Draw a picture that shows what Mr. Mason has inside his jars, as well as an image that 

shows what you think he uses the jars for when he is alone is his classroom.  Be sure to label 

your drawing and include a 1-2 sentence explanation of your images. 

Night Rider 

What clues led you to believe that Amy is a ghost?  Why would she push Thomas into 

oncoming traffic?  If you were in Amy’s position, what would you do?  Why? 

OR 

Draw a picture to show what you would have done if you were in Amy’s position.  Be 

sure to label your drawing and include a 1-2 sentence explanation of your images.  

The Beast 
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What do you think the newspaper headline was the next day?  Do you think there really 

was a beast?  Or is it an exaggerated story?  Why? 

OR 

Draw a picture of the cover of the next day’s newspaper.  Be sure to include a headline as 

well as the front-page photo and caption.  

Atomic Ants 

Did Eddie deserve his fate?  Why or why not? 

OR 

If the Atomic Ants did not exist, and Eddie continued his “bullying ways,” imagine what 

his future would be like.  Draw a picture to show what Eddie’s future would be like when he is 

30 years old.  Be sure to label your drawing and include a 1-2 sentence explanation of your 

images.     
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APPENDIX G 

LETTERS OF CONSENT 

 

Informed Consent - Teacher 

Dear Prospective Participant: 

You are being asked to participate in a research study conducted by Jana McNally, 

doctoral student at National Louis University, Wheeling, Illinois, occurring from April, 2015 

through June, 2015. The study is entitled Creating a Lifeline Back to Books for Adolescent Boys 

through Multimedia-Enhanced Read-Alouds. The primary purpose of this study is to determine 

the impact of the implementation of new literacies, specifically, multimedia-enhanced texts, as a 

way to improve adolescent males’ reading motivation.  

Your participation will include the following: 

• Administration of part one of the Motivation to Read Profile (MRP) to both general 

education blocks during part 1 and part 3.  

• Implementation of a multimedia-enhanced read-aloud (MERA) to both general education 

blocks 3 days per week during part 2. 

• Implementation of either a writing response or small group discussion after each MERA. 

• Collection of writing samples and supervision during small group discussions. 

• Assistance in selecting focal students for the study 

Your participation is voluntary and you may discontinue your participation at any time without 

penalty. Your identity will be kept confidential by the researcher and will not be attached to the 

data.  For confidentiality purposes, any transcripts, taped recordings, field notes, and all files 

pertaining to your participation in this study will be stored in a locked cabinet for ten years and 
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destroyed afterwards if no longer needed. All computer files will be kept on a secure server. I 

will also maintain a copy of the data on a password-protected computer. Your actual name will 

be known only to the principal researcher (me).  A pseudonym will be assigned to your name to 

keep all the information fully confidential.  

Your participation in this study does not involve any physical or emotional risk to you beyond 

that of everyday life. The likely benefit of being in this research study may lead to a better 

understanding of how the implementation of new literacies can improve your adolescent males’ 

reading motivation.  

While the results of this study may be published or otherwise reported to scientific bodies, your 

identity will in no way be revealed.  Upon request, I will provide you with summary results of 

this study. 

In the event you have questions or require additional information you may contact the researcher: 

Jana McNally, 361 South Street, Elmhurst, IL; 630-248-5942; jwilkening@my.nl.edu.  

 

If you have any concerns or questions before or during participation that you feel have not been 

addressed by the researcher, you may contact Dr. Sophie Degener, National-Louis University, 

5202 Old Orchard Road, #437, Skokie, Illinois 60076; 224-233-2018; sophie.degener@nl.edu, or 

the chair of NLU’s Institutional Research Review Board: Dr. Shaunti Knauth, National Louis 

University, 122 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60603; 312-261-3527, 

shanti.knauth@nl.edu. 

 

You will be tendered a copy of your signed consent form. Please acknowledge with your 

signature below your consent to participate in this study. 
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______________________________________        

Participant Name (Print)  

 

______________________________________        _____________ 

Participant Signature       Date 

 

_______________________________________ 

Researcher (Print) 

 

_______________________________________      _____________ 

Researcher Signature     Date 
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Informed Consent – Principal 

 

Dear Principal, 

Your teacher, __________, is being asked to participate in a research study conducted by 

Jana McNally, doctoral student at National Louis University, Wheeling, Illinois, occurring from 

April, 2015 through June, 2015. The study is entitled Creating a Lifeline Back to Books for 

Adolescent Boys through Multimedia Enhanced Read-Alouds. The primary purpose of this study 

is to determine the impact of the implementation of new literacies, specifically, multimedia-

enhanced texts, as a way to improve adolescent males’ reading motivation. 

During this study, ___________ will be asked to administer a reading motivation profile 

to both of her general education classes, collect writing samples, and implement a multimedia-

enhanced read-aloud followed by either a writing response or a small group discussion. In 

addition, students will be asked to complete a reading motivation survey, participate in 

discussion groups, and complete writing samples.  Further, 6-8 students selected as focal students 

will participate in three 10-minute interviews about their reading interests.  Discussion group 

conversations will be recorded using an audio recording device and student-writing samples will 

be collected (pending parent consent and student assent). 

Your school’s participation is voluntary and you may discontinue participation at any 

time without penalty. Your school’s identity will be kept confidential by the researcher and will 

not be attached to the data. Only the researcher will have access to all original transcripts, taped 

recordings, and field notes from the interview(s) including identifier information.  For 

confidentiality purposes, any transcripts, taped recordings, field notes, writing samples, and all 
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files pertaining to participation in this study will be stored in a locked cabinet for ten years and 

destroyed afterwards if no longer needed. All computer files will be kept on a secure server. I 

will also maintain a copy of the data on a password-protected computer. All actual names will be 

known only to the principal researcher (me).  A pseudonym will be assigned to all names to keep 

all the information fully confidential.  

Your school’s participation in this study does not involve any physical or emotional risk 

to the participating teacher or students beyond that of everyday life. The likely benefit of being 

in this research study may lead to a better understanding of how the implementation of new 

literacies can improve adolescent males’ reading motivation. 

While the results of this study may be published or otherwise reported to scientific 

bodies, your school’s identity will in no way be revealed.  Upon request, I will provide you with 

summary results of this study. 

In the event you have questions or require additional information you may contact the researcher: 

Jana McNally, 361 South Street, Elmhurst, IL; 630-248-5942; jwilkening@my.nl.edu.  

 

If you have any concerns or questions before or during participation that you feel have not been 

addressed by the researcher, you may contact Dr. Sophie Degener, National-Louis University, 

5202 Old Orchard Road, #437, Skokie, Illinois 60076; 224-233-2018; sophie.degener@nl.edu, or 

the chair of NLU’s Institutional Research Review Board: Dr. Shaunti Knauth, National Louis 

University, 122 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60603; 312-261-3527, 

shanti.knauth@nl.edu. 

You will be tendered a copy of your signed consent form. Please acknowledge with your 

signature below your consent to participate in this study. 
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______________________________________        

Participant Name (Print)  

 

______________________________________        _____________ 

Participant Signature       Date 

 

_______________________________________ 

Researcher (Print) 

 

_______________________________________      _____________ 

Researcher Signature     Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CREATING A LIFELINE BACK TO BOOKS 203	  

Informed Consent by Parent/Guardian  

 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

This consent form outlines the purposes of the study Creating a Lifeline Back to Books for 

Adolescent Boys through Multimedia-Enhanced Read Alouds and provides a description of your 

child’s involvement and rights as a participant. The second copy of this consent form is for you 

to keep. 

I understand that a research project will be conducted by Jana McNally, doctoral candidate at 

National Louis University, located in Wheeling, Illinois. The study will take place in my child’s 

classroom with_____________________________________  (name of child) from April, 2015 

through June, 2015. 

I understand that the primary purpose of this study is to determine the impact of the 

implementation of new literacies, specifically, multimedia-enhanced texts, as a way to improve 

reading motivation. During the six week study, rather than the traditional read-aloud, the teacher 

will be using a multimedia enhanced text as the classroom read-aloud. Following the read-aloud, 

students may participate in either a discussion or complete a short writing sample.   

I understand that the lessons, writing samples and discussions that are part of this study are a part 

of my child’s instruction.  I understand that the following may also happen during this study: 

1. My child will complete a survey on reading motivation at the start and the end of the 

study. 

2. My child may be interviewed by Jana McNally about his or her experience with reading 

and the reading activities being used in the class. The interview will last for 

approximately 10 minutes. 
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3. My child may be in reading discussion groups that are taped by the researcher. 

4. My child’s writing samples may be analyzed by the researcher. 

 

I understand that my consent is for the purpose of the data collection activities listed above, and 

that my child’s participation in the activities is voluntary, and may be discontinued at any time.  

I understand that only Jana McNally will have access to a secured file cabinet where all field 

notes and audio-tapes from classroom lessons in which my child participates, and copies of 

his/her work will be kept.  I understand that my child’s name will be removed from any written 

assignments prior to analysis by peers. 

 

I understand that the results of this study may be published or otherwise reported to professional 

groups of educators, but my child’s identity will in no way be revealed.  Results of the study will 

be provided to me, upon my request. 

If I have any concerns or questions before, or during participation that I feel have not been 

addressed by the researcher, I may contact the researcher, Jana McNally; 630-248-5942; 

jwilkening@my.nl.edu; or the chair of NLU’s Institutional Research Review Board: Dr. Shaunti 

Knauth National Louis University, 122 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60603; 312-

261-3527, shanti.knauth@nl.edu. 
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I grant permission for my child’s work to be used as part of this study. 

 

 

 

Parent’s Signature:  

 

____________________________________________Date:__________________ 

 

 

Researcher’s Signature: 

 

____________________________________________Date:__________________ 
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Student Assent Letter 

Dear Student, 

This assent form outlines the purposes of the study Creating a Lifeline Back to Books for 

Adolescent Boys through Multimedia-Enhanced Read Alouds and provides a description of your 

involvement and rights as a participant. The second copy of this assent form is for you to keep. 

I understand that a research project will be conducted by Jana McNally, doctoral candidate at 

National Louis University, located in Wheeling, Illinois. The study will take place in your 

classroom from April, 2015 through June, 2015. 

I understand that the primary purpose of this research is to see whether using multimedia-

enhanced texts changes how you think about reading. During the study, the teacher will be using 

a multimedia-enhanced text as the classroom read-aloud. Following the read-aloud, you may 

participate in either a discussion or complete a short writing sample. 

I understand that the lessons, writing samples and discussions that are part of this study are a part 

of my instruction.  I understand that the following may also happen during this study: 

1. I will complete a survey on reading motivation at the start and the end of the study. 

2. I may be interviewed by Jana McNally about my experience with reading and the 

reading activities being used in the class. The interview will last for approximately 10 

minutes. 

3. I may be in reading discussion groups that are taped by the researcher. 

4. My writing samples may be analyzed by the researcher. 

I understand that my consent is for the purpose of the data collection activities listed above, and 

that my participation in the activities is voluntary, and may be discontinued at any time. 
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I understand that only Jana McNally will have access to a secured file cabinet where all field 

notes and audio-tapes from classroom lessons in which I participate, and copies of my work will 

be kept.  I understand that my name will be removed from any written assignments prior to 

analysis by her peers. 

I understand that the results of this study may be published or otherwise reported to professional 

groups of educators, but my identity will in no way be revealed.  Results of the study will be 

provided to me, upon my request. 

 

If I have any concerns or questions before, or during participation that I feel have not been 

addressed by the researcher, I may contact the researcher, Jana McNally; jwilkening@my.nl.edu; 

or the chair of NLU’s Institutional Research Review Board: Dr. Shaunti Knauth National Louis 

University, 122 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60603; 312-261-3527, 

shanti.knauth@nl.edu. 

 

I grant permission for my work to be used as part of this study. 

 

Student’s Signature:  

 

____________________________________________Date:__________________ 

 

Researcher’s Signature: 

 

____________________________________________Date:__________________ 
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Appendix H 

Student Writing Prompts 

“The Landlady” 

What do you think is going to happen to Billy?  What clues lead you to think this? 

OR 

Draw a picture of how you think this story will end.  Be sure to label your drawing and 

include a 1-2 sentence explanation of your images. 

STUDENT NAME/ 

DRAWING (if applicable) 

WRITTEN RESPONSE WORD 

COUNT 

Luke-drawing of boy (no 

descript) and lady carrying a 

tray of tea with a pearl 

necklace and a dress. 

Rushed Weaver.  Your soul is mine.  

Lady. 

7 

 

Tim The landlady is gonna kill him, eat his 

insides, the stuff him.  In the newspaper 

it said a eaton schoolboy, she stuffs all 

her pets, and the guys are still with her.   

32 

 

William I think she is going to kill Billy like the 

other two people because the other 

people were there for three years. 

22 

 

Mark-A smiling stick figure 

labeled Billy (old) is standing 

in a room next to a table 

Billy living in the house.  Billy (old).  I 

love living here. 

11 
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stating that he loves living 

there.   

Zack He is killed and taxidermed or he stays 

forever. 

9 

 

Scott I think Billy will not live so long.  After 

what he did.  People were at him cause 

he did something bad.  So I think he 

will die soon.  And because he was 

being weird and trying to scare people.   

39 

 

 

 

“Buried Treasure” 

If you were in Cody’s position, would you have stolen the golden hook to provide 

for your family?  Why or why not?   

OR 

Draw a picture that includes both the positive and negative outcome of stealing the 

golden hook to provide for his family.   

STUDENT NAME/ 

DRAWING (if applicable) 

WRITTEN RESPONSE WORD 

COUNT 

Luke-drawing of a stick figure 

holding up a golden hook.  

Then a drawing of a stick 

figure labeled police running 

Yay!  Town legend should have sold it 

as it was.  Yo check it I’m a thief.  

Police:  come here!  Sell gold ring. Duh. 

23 
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after a stick figure labeled 

thief.   

Tim No because he had a deal and he broke 

it.  He should have thought of the ways 

this would work out.  He took gold from 

a dead old helpless good mysterious 

man.   

32 

 

William I think he should’ve minded his own 

business and should’ve had research on 

the person first because if he knew what 

happened he probably wouldn’t of stole 

it.   

28 

 

Mark  I would have done it because I need to 

provide for my family and that may 

have been the only option or the other 

option would be to starve and die.   

31 

 

Zack Considering its mid WWII and times 

were hard stealing it would be very 

tempting but a bad idea because the man 

said he wanted to be buried with the 

hook. 

30 

 

Scott absent  
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“Mr. Mason’s Jars” 

What does Mr. Mason have in his jars?  How do you know?  What do you think 

he keeps them for? 

OR 

Draw a picture that shows what Mr. Mason has inside his jars, as well as an image 

that shows what you think he uses the jars for when he is alone is his classroom.  

STUDENT NAME/ 

DRAWING (if applicable) 

WRITTEN RESPONSE WORD 

COUNT 

Luke-A jar labeled troy and 2 

people with no distinguishing 

characteristics. 

Troy 1 

 

Tim-a drawing of a jar with a 

snake inside.  A drawing of a 

stick figure sitting next to a 

table filled with jars.  Each jar 

is talking to the stick figure 

(Mr. Mason) 

Snake that sucks your soul out.  Talks to 

them since he is a loner.  Hey Mr. M.  

Hello.  What up.   

20 

 

William His special color for specific kids.  He 

sucks up their personalities.  He 

probably keeps them for collection.   

17 

 

Mark  He puts stuff in there that will take their 

personality away and then he puts their 

87 
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name on it to know who’s personality it 

is.  But whenever there is a kid who is 

loud or talkative he has a jar for them 

and it takes their personality away and 

then they don’t talk a lot anymore.  But 

he makes a bunch of these so that when 

he has a student that is talkative or loud 

he will use it on them and put their 

name on it.   

Zack I believe there is something that take the 

ability to talk a lot.  And I cant make a 

guess on what he does alone in his 

classroom.   

27 

 

Scott I think Mr. Mason had magic in his jar, 

because it looks like magic and if it 

wasn’t magic it be science, but it isn’t 

because he would work with people but 

he doesn’t.  To me he sounds like a 

villain of magic.  And what he has in his 

jar is a group of people that made fun 

of, or people he didn’t like, or their 

important to him.  And if he keeps 

collecting the people he would be 

91 
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stronger of magic.  I think he is a wizard 

for his powers.   

 

 

“Night Rider” 

What clues led you to believe that Amy is a ghost?  Why would she push Thomas 

into oncoming traffic?  If you were in Amy’s position, what would you do?  Why? 

OR 

Draw a picture to show what you would have done if you were in Amy’s position.   

STUDENT NAME/ 

DRAWING (if applicable) 

WRITTEN RESPONSE WORD 

COUNT 

Luke He heard sirens in the background.  And 

when he was sitting for a while.  She 

asked him will you stay with me?  He 

said yes.  I would have gotten him to die 

I would have Die and killed my mate 

too because I would be so lonely.   

47 

 

Tim She didn’t get hit in traffic.  She wanted 

him to join her.  I would’ve explained to 

him I was a ghost so he wouldn’t freak 

out when he learned.   

29 

 

William When she first went down the hill. She 

wanted revenge.  Be strong and net let a 

19 
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girl push me.   

Mark  I think that she did that because she 

wanted to see what he would do if there 

was an oncoming truck or car in front of 

him or her but since she wanted to have 

him with her in heaven to be a ghost and 

to be a good rider.   

50 

 

Zack She was emotionless.  And she probably 

pushed him so he could be with her.  

Nothing.   

15 

 

Scott Amy could be dead and her ghost know 

what she was going to do:  go to the 

date.  So she went there and go kill 

Thomas.  Amy would push Thomas 

because its not her, it’s a ghost figure of 

herself.  And they don’t do what a 

normal human being does.  They do bad 

things.  If I was Amy I wouldn’t go to 

the date and do nothing.  And I 

wouldn’t kill anyone if I was a ghost.   

77 
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“The Beast” 

What do you think the newspaper headline was the next day?  Do you think there 

really was a beast?  Or is it an exaggerated story?  Why? 

OR 

Draw a picture of the cover of the next day’s newspaper.  Be sure to include a 

headline as well as the front-page photo and caption.  

STUDENT NAME/ 

DRAWING (if applicable) 

WRITTEN RESPONSE WORD 

COUNT 

Luke-newspaper titled Jelly 

Beans with the heading Steven 

Missing.  A drawing of lots of 

round circles spilling out of a 

bag (spilled jelly beans).   

Jelly Beans.  Steven Missing.  Looks 

like the only jellybean Steven is tasting 

is a mouth full of cat litter.   

19 

 

Tim-newspaper titled News.  

Headline is Kid dies walking 

his dog.  A picture of a boy 

walking a dog in front of a 

tree with the sun out.   

News:  Kid dies walking his dog.  No 

one knows why or how he died.   

14 

 

William 10 year old commits suicide in 

mysterious woods.  I think the kid was 

hallucinating which then led to his 

death.   

20 
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Mark  I think that there actually is a because 

what would he be running away from 

when he saw it but I think that he made 

it out alive and that he learned his 

lesson and he will now do his chores 

when he is asked to.   

46 

 

Zack Child found by front gate of wild wood 

park.  Exaggerate story because most of 

the other stories were.   

18 

 

Scott-picture of newspaper 

with headline and photo of 

stick figure laying on ground 

next to a tree. 

Found Dead!  10 year old Steven found 

dead in the forests!  I think there was a 

beast, it could be the gargoyle from the 

building and now he is trying to find a 

next victim.  Because if it was a 

exaggeration, he would stop what he is 

doing.   

48 

 

 

“Atomic Ants” 

Did Eddie deserve his fate?  Why or why not? 

OR 

If the Atomic Ants did not exist, and Eddie continued his “bullying ways,” imagine what 

his future would be like.  Draw a picture to show what Eddie’s future would be like when 
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he is 30 years old.   

STUDENT NAME/ 

DRAWING (if applicable) 

WRITTEN RESPONSE WORD 

COUNT 

Luke He deserved what he got I mean all the 

stories have to do with someone doing 

there no supposed to do and dies.   

23 

 

Tim Eddie did deserve his fate because he 

bullied kids and he got tortured because 

of his bullying ways.   

18 

 

William Yes, because he did not believe in the 

ants.  And he was always a mean 

clumsy bully. 

17 

 

Mark  I think that he would still be a bully 

because he won’t have anyone to tell 

him that he is being mean to him he 

doesn’t even care.   

28 

 

Zack Kinda.  Because he is a jerk.  But only 

people who commit mass genocide or 

murder really deserve death.   

18 

 

Scott I think Eddie does not deserve his death 

because the atomic ant was hungry so it 

was looking for food to eat.  Even 

though Eddie was be a bully he 

67 
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shouldn’t do it.  The Atomic Ant needed 

food so it got a random victim to eat 

him.  And the Atomic Any wouldn’t try 

to find its true victim because if it did he 

wouldn’t find it already.   
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APPENDIX I 

FOCAL STUDENTS’ UNEDITED COMMENTS 

 

Mark’s Unedited Comments 

Pre-MERA 

Interview 

Mark: Um, I actually like the, reading the books better than the movies 

just because you get to actually picture it yourself and see how it is. 

 

Researcher: Mm hmm. 

 

Mark: I mean, sometimes I picture what's already in the movie and 

stuff but, um, I like to kinda figure it out myself. 

 

Researcher: Yeah. 

 

Mark: And just, like, look at pictures of what's happening and I picture 

it myself. 

 

 

 I don't know, cuz it's, like, about, like, magic and, like, they can do 

things that, like, people in our world can't and they find out about, like, 

different spells and there's, like, a big castle and there's, like, these bad 

guys and people that, like, can control things. 

 I mean, I think science maybe because, probably more science, yeah, 
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because, like, I learn a lot of things about how things work and how 

things are invented and how we use, like, environmental stuff came to 

be one day. 

 Ah, well I have Miss Drewes for science and she made kinda like a, a 

story out what we were kinda doing.  We were, as we were doing the 

lungs, she kinda made, like, almost like a timeline how, like, goes from 

this to this to this to this to this. 

“Heart of 

Stone” 

Discussion 

He made her into stone, into one of like the other gargoyles– and, yeah, 

and then that, that she’s the statue there now.  And the other statue went 

to somewhere else. 

 

 I said earlier, how I think that they’re for like when, um, you like, like 

it takes them.  And then it puts them into stone and then it keeps them 

for, to get everyone.  And just to try to build a population of them.  And 

make the cities bigger. 

 I feel like there’s something, too.  Like how the eyes of the bunny 

turned red when it popped out, when the eyes of the bunny turned red 

and it like, you could kind of see it like turn red – and then come back. 

 It was like all you kinda like heard was like a big growling noise.   

Post-MERA 

Interview 

Mason: I've read more books since like read more books like 

that too.  I, I just started Star Wars like 2 days ago – because I like the 

315 I wanted to do something like that 

 I just liked how like it kinda like gave you a little suspense and then 
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like the video like really added onto it just because I'm, I, I could be 

okay with just reading it because it gives you that story.  And then it 

kinda like shows the like the ending of it and like you kinda have to see 

it and like in that and you have to visualize it then you can see it to 

kinda like read it out.  You just have to like kinda figure it out by 

yourself.  I like that. 

 Yeah and I was always like excited for the next day. 

 It's 'cause like it, it really, really, really added on to like how I loved the 

book because it, the reading was amazing and I liked just to listen to 

how like how it happening, you know, why things happen because and 

then it just kinda told you you gotta figure it out on your own after the 

video.   

 Probably the audio and video because like it really adds onto it so it's 

like more fun.  

 

 

Tim’s Unedited Comments 

Pre-MERA 

Interview 

Like, the books that she makes us pick out. 

 Um, he writes really interesting books, like, funny. 

 Or, like, just to read for fun it's kind of important, it's, like, you don't, 

like, just be on your like, um, like, phones and stuff all day. 
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“The 

Landlady” 

Discussion 

Uh, I think he killed Billy and then ate his insides and then stuffed him. 

 Oh.  Well my favorite part is like when he went, when he saw the thing 

saying red, bed and breakfast –and then like he rang the doorbell and 

then it opened right away. 

Like that’s kinda weird –– things.  Cool. 

 

 Um, I think I would change the part where like how do I say it, like the 

beginning part, because like, um, I think she, she should a let him talk 

instead of just like cutting him off right away.  Because she didn’t want 

him to know anything.  But I still think he should a talked to her. 

 Well I like it because like he started, um, talking about the two guys 

and like how he, how he remembers them.  And then like she’s talks 

and then just stops.  And that’s, yeah. 

 Tim: Because it says, um, like he was talking about the newspaper 

and how it said a boy, an, an eaten school boy. 

 

Researcher: Yeah. 

 

Tim: So I’m thinking that she ate him. 

 

“Reflecting Um, because, like, reading out it makes you kind of suspicious when 
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Pool” 

Discussion 

she stops, and seeing the video, like, gets it, like, the way you see it, 

it's, like, gets in your mind better. 

When you see it instead of just listening. 

 

 Um, my favorite part was, like, when everything started getting way, 

like, going away.  She got suspicious. 

 Because you don't take something from, like, your boss to see if they're 

that old, and plus you say don’t take anything without asking. 

“The Lift” 

Discussion 

Well, I think he made the mistake of like trying to go over by himself 

and like not meeting up with his friend.  And like he thought it was his 

friend, but like not checking, just going along with it, when he said 

nothing. 

 I said, he wasn't a stranger, and, 'cause like he dials his friend, and plus, 

I think he, the lesson's like, like, don't do something – I don't know 

how you say it but, it's like, how he wanted to go again –but, he also 

like wanted to leave too.  But he just wanted to go again just because it 

was like fun.  He shouldn't have went down. 

“Heart of 

Stone” 

Discussion 

I would change like the part where the door opened and she just like 

ran to the window.  Why would you run to the window?  I say like 

close the door and put something in front of it so if it tried to open it 

wouldn't 'cause it's kind of a small gargoyle. 

 Well yeah, I somewhat liked the ending.  But like what Luke said, her 

just sitting there and letting it just attack her and everything –– that was 
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kinda dumb.  I would at least try to do something.  Like it's, like if you 

know you can't like hurt it 'cause it's stone at least like try, try to throw 

it back out the window. 

“Take Out” 

Discussion 

Well I probably would change like when they open the door and like 

the just took it for free ‘cause they know it’s not, it’s, it would be 

something bad.  Not good since the person gave it to you for free. 

 , I like the video ending because like in the book it like just says, um, 

like they all just fell asleep and Zach only saw the guy pulling the light 

and then in the mov-, video part like it showed him pulling the light 

and like, um, them like getting up and just being taken away. 

 ’Cause like it said, um, it’s not a coincidence, that they were all born 

on the same day and that the three smartest persons on earth, people on 

earth, I think it’s that like they’re all, they’re actually aliens that were 

sent down there and – then they like describe a change because their – 

mission was like successful. 

 

 Well they probably were in it too.  Because you like if they just came 

down there, if they were aliens and came down there like they can’t 

just be with random families.  They probably gave ‘em, they chose 

some parents from the planet to go down with them. 

Post-MERA 

Interview 

 

 Tim: Um, the part where like you listen to what you’re gonna, about 
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to read – 

 

Researcher: Mm hmm. 

 

Tim: – and then you read it and then it cuts you off and puts a video 

in –  

 

Researcher: Mm hmm. 

 

Tim: – like the part where you have to just read and then you 

visualize it later.   

 

 Like, um, like it wasn’t enough, I, I think the move, uh, the book or the 

video should be longer.   

 Tim: Yes, ’cause it would like say what you’re about to read –  

 

Researcher: Mm hmm. 

 

Tim: – and like if it’s what you like then you know you really want to 

read it –  

 

Researcher: Mm hmm. 
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William’s Unedited Comments 

Pre-MERA 

Interview 

I just do it for like if I don't have anything else to do.   

 Whatever's like popular or, –  you know. 

 Um, well I like to look at shoes and, uh, what else do I like to do?  I 

like to read about like different articles about like sports and stuff.   

“The 

Landlady” 

Discussion 

I think, uh, she poisoned him –– with the tea.   

 Because it was like, the read is like kind of shocked when like they 

have to like figure it out and stuff. 

“Reflecting Uh, I bet she like, she like offers jobs like for young people who needs 

Tim: – other than like some books, you can only read the back page 

and they only give you that much information about it.   

 

 Because like when you, when she’s reading it to us and you’re trying to 

visualize it, what it is and then seeing the video and then like what 

actually it is, you can kind of compare what you thought it is to what it 

really was.   

 Hmm, not real, a little bit but not that much. 

 Like me getting more interested in books and trying to find books I like 

to read. 
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Pool” 

Discussion 

them and I don't know collects people who come into the store. 

 Yeah, but like I think all the girls 'cause I don't think guys would 

actually want anything. 

“Heart of 

Stone” 

Discussion 

I thought she shoulda done something.  Like that, it would’ve been like 

better maybe if it was like a boy and then like, I dunno, you probably 

coulda kicked his stone or something, broke it – 

 

 Yeah, but she’s probably scared. 

 Uh, I think she just stays away, but she’s scarred for her life.  And she 

knows that it’s gonna come back for her, like later.  And her parents 

aren’t gonna believe her. 

“Take Out” 

Discussion 

Well, I think they were on a different planet, and then, like, 'cause, like, 

a whole different world, so like, maybe, like, they were, like, in this 

planet and then they got taken back to earth to live the rest of their 

lives. 

 Unless that maybe their parents were, like, bad and then the guy wants 

to go retrieve them to bring them back to earth. 

Post-MERA 

Interview 

Uh, it was cool.  Like there was a video after each story and each story 

had a good story.   

 Um, they were kind of, some were funny, some were scary.   

 William: Uh, just ’cause it actually had a good story –  
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Researcher: Yeah. 

 

William: – and most books when I read them, I think they’re kind 

of boring –  

 

Researcher: Uh huh. 

 

William: – so it has to be like something to drag my attention.   

 

 

Zack’s Unedited Comments 

Pre-MERA 

Interview 

Because it was a true story, and, um, and I, I'm, I do like the whole true 

story thing. 

 Zack: I mean it's kinda the same thing but, ya know, you're being told 

fr, by other people. 

 

Researcher: Right…that's really interesting.  Um, and why is that 

kind of reading important to you? 

 

Zack: Um, because it, it gives you outside information that you can 

bring into other conversations really. 

 

 Zack: So it kinda made reading real fun. 



CREATING A LIFELINE BACK TO BOOKS 229	  

 

Researcher: Yeah. 

 

Zack: Because, yeah, I had more time to do it. 

 

Researcher: Yeah. 

 

Zack: Not much else to worry about.   

 

“The 

Landlady” 

Discussion 

I was very confused by the entire book really. 

 You gotta build a story nice and slow.  You can't just go, go right to the 

climax immediately.  It's kind of worthless. 

 Um, a lot of people – a lot of people taxidermy because, um, they, 

they want to feel like that their, that their pet is still there.  That's it. 

“The Lift” 

Discussion 

I don’t know if anyone else noticed this, but in the video ending, um, 

like, one o’ the shots, like, you could see three people.  It was um, uh, 

the two people who, who were going to go onto the lift, and then there 

was someone in the background – So I don’t –– know if that was, um, 

uh, one o’ the guy’s friends, like, –– you know, like, , because some, 

some said, someone said something about meeting up at the lodge. 

 Stick with your friends. 
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“Heart of 

Stone” 

Discussion 

Zack: – um, uh, something else with the, uh, video ending.  What, uh, 

what skyscraper has like doors that you’d find on a, on a regular home? 

 

Researcher: Mm.  Good point. 

 

Zack: Like I, I get it, it’s just a video ending, but if you’re, if you’re 

gonna make it a, like in a skyscraper, you gotta play the part. 

 

 Zack: – with, with the sound that the thing was making, it didn’t really 

make sense that, uh, that no one else in the apartment could hear. 

 

Mark: True, it was like –(sound effect).  It’s like Really loud. 

 

Zack: You must be the heaviest sleepers in the world.  I mean, that, 

that’s ridiculous.  I’m a heavy sleeper and I would’ve woke up for that. 

 

Mark: All, all you hear is (sound effect) 

 

Researcher: Go ahead, Mark. 

 

Mark: It was like all you kinda like heard was like a big growling 

noise.  And I feel like – 
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Zack: And I don’t think apartments have heavy walls. 

 

“Take Out” 

Discussion 

Um, in the video it didn't look enough, it didn't look '70s enough.  It, it 

was too, like, almost '90s.  Need, need more '70s, 'cause the story took 

place in '78, so. 

 It wasn't, it wasn't realistic enough.  It wasn't realistic enough.  If, if 

you have three boys, they're just gonna leave the pizza box open. 

 The thing is though… if these children have parents and these parents 

clearly know that thats their child, where does this whole alien thing fit 

in? 

Post-MERA 

Interview 

Zack: Um, no I'm more of an auditory learner. 

 

Researcher: Okay. 

 

Zack: I, I don't like to read and learn. 

 

Researcher: Yeah. 

 

Zack: 'Cause I, I like to listen and watch. 

 

 Zack: Um, well we just did with, uh, 315.  That was kinda cool. 

 

Researcher: Ok.  Why did you like that? 
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Zack: Because, you know, it wasn't just purely reading.  Like there 

was also something to, like to do. 

 

 Um, I, I liked it because it wasn't purely reading but like I, like I could, 

I felt like I was kind of in the story – 

 Um, they were just kind of interesting to me because, you know, like 

some, some of them didn't really relate to the story in my op, in my 

opinion and some of 'em really worked so. 

 Zack: I, I'd rather read a, um, a 315-style book. 

 

Researcher: How come? 

 

Zack: It's because obviously I'm an auditory learner so I, I like the fact 

that that's there 

 

Luke’s Unedited Comments 

Pre-MERA 

Interview 

And, and so, like, it, it just, like, amazes me, like, how, like, how good, 

like, of a, of a book it was.  So and, and then I asked my teacher, um, if, 

uh, if there was, like, a second one.  And so she said, like, that there 

was, like, a whole series of ‘em.  So, so now I’m currently reading the, 

the second book. 
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 Luke: You hafta, like, keep on, like, reading and reading because, like, 

each of ‘em are, like, are, like, they’re, like, really small. 

 

Researcher: Uh huh. 

 

Luke: And so, like, it – every issue, like, leaves you, like, on, like, a 

cliffhanger. 

 

  

 Yeah.  We would, like, always sit, like, on, like, a, on, like, a blue 

carpet, like, all of us then, then, then she would, like read it. 

“The 

Landlady” 

Discussion 

Maybe they got like, well, uh, she ate him and so, um, maybe like their 

spirits are like are still like in their like that, that fourth floor –and like 

purgatory pretty much. 

 The like the build up to like the climax  Um, it was very low slow and 

boring in my opinion. 

 Um, the ending kind of left me on a cliffhanger. 

 Well like, um, the ending bit was pretty good.  Like, um, like it doesn’t, 

I normally don’t think about like a lotta books, um, the ending but I 

liked that and like I usually think like that it has like a sequel, um, if it 

does that –but, um, like other books that do that are, like they get you 

like thinking. 

“Reflecting Well, like, I, I, I like the video but, um, but it, but it, but it wasn't, like, 
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Pool” 

Discussion 

as ominous as, like, the first video – that we saw. 

“The Lift” 

Discussion 

 Um, yeah, but, but they, but they should've like added more to the 

video, and it, and it should have been like, not like a 2-minute video of, 

but like a 5-minute video.  Just like the other ones.  They were, they 

were like, they were longer while like, while this one was shorter and 

it, and it didn't really like have you, like, have you like hooked.  Just 

like, like it didn't, it didn't give you time to like, to think about like 

what might happen. 

“Take Out” 

Discussion 

I have like the best like idea ever.  Okay.  So, so maybe the mother and 

father were, were sterile and, and couldn’t have kids so the aliens they 

gave, they gave each of those parents, um, a child and they said that 

they would be back for ‘em in a couple of years.  So when they left 

they knew that they were going to be abducted.  So that’s why they had 

bought him the, the Atari 2600 because he was being good, because it 

was like his last day of earth. 

 

“The Lift” 

Discussion 

I'll jumped off just like this, the ski lift thing. 

 if I were Dillon...I would've just like snowboard with 'em the whole 

time instead of losing 'em.”    

“Heart of 

Stone” 

Well I would change as soon as that door opened I would've asked who 

it was.  And, and as soon as I heard that growling, um, I would, I 
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Discussion probably would've like went out there, with my flashlight.  Now, now 

like I'm not trying to be those horror movie like, um, people jump, just 

like that girl because she hid like under the covers which was, um one 

of the dumbest things ever but, but, you know, like, like it would go, 

uh, go, go like away.  But, um, but the thing that I would change was, 

um, when she looked outside the, the ledge seemed like so, so like, so, 

so, so close to her that she could probably like make a wish that, that 

she could've, made the jump like, like, to like the ledge then, then just 

start running. 

 

 

 Uh, huh, uh, uh, yeah, but, um, uh, she, um, you know, uh, if, if it was 

made of stone, uh, it would like, it honestly, like I don't, I don't know 

like how you would fight it there.  But, um, but I, if I were, if like I 

were her, huh, I would, um, the window thing is just too, too, um, too 

deathy.  So I, I just would've called out like mom, dad.  But no, she 

doesn't do that.  She just chills there for like a second.  But like same 

here, like, like I would've been like who is it, uh, and, and if I heard a 

growling I was like all right, stop playin', um, sister.  And, but, but then 

if I, uh, heard it again like I would've, I would've like called out mom 

and dad and, and then, you know.  If that didn't work I, I would just run 

out the, no, I wouldn't run out the window.  I would, I would, I would 

grab the nearest blunt object then just start hittin' it with that.   
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Post-MERA 

Interview 

Luke: Like, it’s like 315, like, when you see, like, just like a video, 

like, of it – 

 

Researcher: Mm hmm.  

 

Luke: – it gets you really, like, intrigued to read it at night.  

 

 Well, it like, it was just like a fun time waster and, and I, and, and it 

really like, and it really like, the, the, like, day wait made, made me like 

super excited to go to, to go to seventh period.   

 Luke: Like, just like the videos –   

 

Researcher: Mm hmm.  

 

Luke: – they, like, they’re, they were all like intriguing and stuff, but, 

but like, let’s say like you’re bored and, and stuff, um, just like you’re, 

you’re on like an airplane and you’re like bored, you can watch those 

videos, then read the book, then watch the ending.  

 

 

 Luke: Um, the video, like, the, the videos, they were, like, they were, 
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like, they were well directed.  

 

Researcher: Mm hmm.  

 

Luke: And they were just well put together.   

 

 Luke: Well, like, in your mind, like, you just kind have, like, oh, well, 

well, well, that’s kind of creepy, but, but – 

 

Researcher: Mm hmm.  

 

Luke: – then like other than that, it’s, it’s just kind of like, like, it’s, 

especially like the gargoyle one, that just kind of like, that just kind of 

like, like it, it, it just makes you like look at things just like a different 

way.  

 

 Luke: Well, it, they were, um, they were really, like, like, the book just 

left you up in mystery – 

 

Researcher: Mm hmm.  

 

Luke: – so, so if that happened, you would have to watch the video – 
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Researcher: Mm hmm.  

 

Luke: – and the video, the video is just, like, a good, a good, like, way 

to end, to end just, like, any story.   

 

 Luke: But if you didn’t, but, but if you just had the book and you, and 

you didn’t, like, read, read the, no, watch the videos, then still, still you 

would, you would kinda, kinda get, like, in, uh, like an inference to 

what – 

 

Researcher: Mm hmm. 

 

Luke: – to what, to what, like, happened.  

 

 

Scott’s Unedited Comments 

Pre-MERA 

Interview 

– when we get an assignment, when we have to get assigned a reading 

book to read I would get one and then, and then I would read it every 

single time. 

 

“The 

Landlady” 

Discussion 

Maybe, um, Billy did some bad stuff and then she wanted to kill him. 
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 It's probably the same as William but, um, like killing someone, uh, 

like it's shocking. 

“Reflecting 

Pool” 

Discussion 

it'll be almost the same as Zack but like the way she got disappeared –it 

was like we don't know where she is now. 

 

 Maybe, uh, the way she is, way she is now we don't know which is a 

mystery. 

“The Lift” 

Discussion 

Um, it’s the same as Mark’s, and I will agree that, that, um, that he’s 

just somewhere waiting for someone, and then suddenly su, some 

action just happened. 

 Let that man –– survive.  Let the man live. 

 Um, don’t get lost, and, uh, oh, and –don’t do –– stuff again what you 

just did. 

 

“Heart of 

Stone” 

Discussion 

Um, I like the way how the gargoyle is alive and it came to, and it 

killed her. 

“Take Out” 

Discussion 

They were taken somewhere with the aliens, but I don't know where 

exactly. 

 I think I know why they might being taken because, like, in, in science, 

like the scientists, they found new planets, and they could be some life 

sources in there because of the water and temperature and – 

 Uh, I would agree with Zack, and, uh, I don't know what to change in 
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it. 

 

 Next time just order Chinese. 

 Scott: I think, I think the aliens' favorite color is purple. 

 

Researcher: How come? 

 

Scott: Because, like, they use a lot of purple, like the purple pizza box 

– the purple flashlight, the purple car. 

 

Post-MERA 

Interview 

Because like it's quiet and get to have silent read all the time. 

 Well, um, mostly like about what happens with myst, a lot of mysteries, 

and what I dislike is, I don't know, none. 

 Yeah, 'cause it emods, it explains more what happens instead of the 

book. 
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